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From Our Classrooms to the Nation’s Future

A

Dean, English Language Institute
King Abdulaziz University

By Dr. Mazin Mansory,

Saudi National Day is a celebration of our history, unity, and na-
tional achievements. It is also an opportunity to look ahead and
consider the responsibility each of us carries towards the King-
doms future.

For me personally, that responsibility becomes tangible when-
ever | walk through the English Language Institute at King Ab-
dulaziz University. In the classrooms of Buildings 534 and 535, in
corridors, offices, and academic gatherings, | see students taking
their first important steps in university life, faculty members help-
ing them find their voices, researchers developing knowledge,
and administrative colleagues ensuring that every learner has the
opportunity to succeed.

These daily scenes are part of our national journey. Nations are
built not only through major projects and visible achievements,
but also through the confidence developed in classrooms, the
knowledge produced through research, and the opportunities
created by education.

The English Language Institute has been part of King Abdulaziz
Universityss story almost since the beginning. It began in 1975 as
the English Language Centre, preparing a few hundred Engineer-
ing and Medicine students, and in 2008 it became the English
Language Institute, taking on the English component of the Uni-
versityss Preparatory Year.

Today it serves thousands of students every year across both the
menss and womenss campuses, preparing them for the academ-
ic demands of their programmes and for professional lives that
require effective communication across languages, cultures, and
disciplines. The Institute therefore serves as a bridge: between
school and university, between knowledge and its application,
and between Saudi talent and the wider world.

English today is more than a subject studied for an examination.
It is a language of higher education, scientific research, technol-
ogy, international cooperation, and professional communication.
Developing competence in English enables our students to ac-
cess specialist knowledge, strengthen their employability, and
participate confidently in international academic and profession-
al environments.

Our mission consequently extends beyond teaching language
skills.

We seek to develop confident learners, thoughtful communica-
tors, and capable professionals who can adapt, collaborate, con-
tinue learning, and represent the Kingdom with knowledge and
integrity.

We hold ourselves to that mission in a measurable way. The ELbs
programme was first accredited by the US-based Commission
on English Language Program Accreditation in 2013, and in 2018
the Commission granted the Institute a ten-year reaccreditation
through 2028, the longest period it awards. Accreditation is not
an end in itself. It is a public commitment that the quality of
teaching a KAU student receives will stand comparison with the
best programmes anywhere in the world.

his mission aligns closely with Saudi Vision 2030, which places
human capability, education, innovation, and global competi-
tiveness at the heart of national development. Every student who
becomes a more effective communicator is better prepared to
contribute to these ambitions, while every teacher and researcher
strengthens the Kingdom»ss human and intellectual capital.

Our role also reaches beyond the classroom. The ELI is committed
to professional development, scholarly exchange, and research in
language education. Through our MA TESOL programme, collab-
oration across King Abdulaziz University, engagement with the
Deanship of Scientific Research, academic events, and publishing
initiatives, including IJMT, we seek to strengthen research practice
and enable Saudi scholarship to participate meaningfully in in-
ternational academic conversations.

Saudi Arabia should not merely receive knowledge from the
world; it should contribute knowledge, perspectives, and solu-
tions of its own. English gives our students and researchers an
additional voice through which they can share Saudi knowledge,
culture, and experience globally. This international engagement
does not weaken national identity. On the contrary, students
firmly grounded in their faith, values, language, and history can
engage with the world more confidently.

As Dean, | am continually reminded that the ELbs greatest
strength lies in its people: the teacher who encourages a strug-
gling student, the researcher who asks worthwhile questions, the
administrator who improves student support, and the learner
who persists until uncertainty becomes confidence.

The students at King Abdulaziz University today will become to-
morrowss professionals, researchers, educators, entrepreneurs,
and leaders. Preparing them well is both a privilege and a pro-
found responsibility.

On Saudi National Day, we celebrate what our country has
achieved under its wise leadership and renew our commitment
to developing people, advancing knowledge, and preparing gen-
erations capable of carrying the Kingdom confidently forward.

To me, this is the deepest meaning of National Day: pride in what
has been built, gratitude for the opportunities we have inherited,
and determination to contribute to what Saudi Arabia will be-
come.

Saudi National Day: Celebrating the Journey,
Sustaining the Momentum

Saudi National Day is more than an annual celebration;
it is a moment to reflect with gratitude on our nation’s
journey and to renew our commitment to the future we
are building together.

We thank Almighty Allah for the blessings bestowed
upon our beloved Kingdom, its unity, security, prosper-
ity, and continued progress. Our National Day reminds
us that every achievement we celebrate today rests on
a legacy of determination, service, and shared purpose.

Saudi Vision 2030 has given new momentum to this
journey by placing knowledge, innovation, and human
potential at the heart of our national development.

At King Abdulaziz University, we have a meaningful
role in sustaining that momentum. In our classrooms,
laboratories, and research centers, ideas become
knowledge, knowledge becomes solutions, and stu-
dents are prepared to contribute to the Kingdom's
ambitions.

For our university community, National Day is therefore
both a celebration and a responsibility. It is an opportu-
nity to honor what has been achieved while asking how
each of us can contribute to what comes next.

Our national story was built through unity. Sustaining
its momentum will depend on knowledge, creativity,
and service.

Happy Saudi National Day. May Allah preserve our be-
loved Kingdom and bless its continued progress and
prosperity.

Dr.Abdulrahman Albeladi

Faculty Member at the Applied College and Consultant
at the Institutional Communication Center, King Abdu-
laziz University

From Unification to Transformation: Higher
Education and the Saudi Vision for Tomorrow

On this Saudi National Day, marking the anniversary
of the Kingdom'’s unification in 1351 AH (1932), the oc-
casion deserves renewed attention — not as nostalgia,
but as context for present institutional achievement.
Universities such as King Abdulaziz University have be-
come active partners in national transformation, trans-
lating Vision 2030’s ambitions into curricula, research
agendas, and international partnerships.

Faculties across the Kingdom now measure success
by outcomes once considered aspirational: graduates
launching technology ventures, laboratories producing
publishable research in renewable energy and biotech-
nology, and academic programs restructured around
problem-solving rather than rote instruction. Scholar-
ship exchanges continue to circulate expertise between
Saudi institutions and leading international universities,
reinforcing a model of higher education as infrastruc-
ture rather than formality.

This progress did not emerge spontaneously. It reflects
sustained investment in human capital and a convic-
tion, held at the highest levels of policy, that young
Saudis represent the country’'s most consequential
resource. As faculty and students alike consider the
distance travelled since unification, the more pressing
question is how institutions of higher learning will con-
tinue shaping what comes next.

Dr. Assem Algarni
Head of GRC Department, the Applied College
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