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Student’s Responsibility Towards the Guide to the 
Graduate Studies

Graduate Studies at King Abdulaziz University (A path of 
Excellence

This is the official guide to the graduate studies at King Abdulaziz Univer-
sity, for the academic year 2021-22 (1443 Hijri) whose wording was based 
on the unified regulation for graduate studies in universities and their exec-
utive rules at KAU, the Council of Higher Education and its implementing 
regulations, regulations, and decisions in force in the Kingdom at the time 
of admission to any of the graduate programs.

•	 Everything in this guide applies to graduate students accepted af-
ter the issuance of this guide - from admission to graduation - The 
university reserves the right to make any amendments (regarding 
admission, courses requirements programs or other issues) without 
prior notice.

•	 Every graduate student should be fully aware of the rules and regu-
lations contained in this guide, and they must abide by them.

Graduate Studies at King Abdulaziz University (A path of Excellence)
Since its establishment, King Abdulaziz University has been interested in 
graduate programs, in line with its founding regulations that mandated the 
university “Provision of means for undergraduate education and graduate 
studies in various disciplines of arts, sciences and fields of specialized 
knowledge”.
Graduate studies began at King Abdulaziz University in 1396 AH, (1976) 
and Deanship of Graduate Studies was established in 1419 AH (1996-97) 
according to the unified regulations for graduate studies in universities to 
coordinate study affairs and control the supervision of graduate studies 
programs at the university. Since then, its programs have expanded and 
diversified, the demand for enrolment increased, which led to an increase 
in the number of male and female graduates as well as abundance of ap-
proved scientific research.
According to the US News rankings for the year 2021, the university was 
ranked No (42) globally, a difference of nine places from its last ranking 
which it got the globally ranking (51). The university also maintained its 
leadership among Arab universities in the Middle East, whereby it ranked 
first in the Arab world in the same classification.
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The number of graduate studies programs at the university reached (233) 
programs per semester. The first academic year of the academic year 1442 
AH (2020-21), and Table No. (2) below shows the number of programs’ 
distribution by degree.

In the 1st semester of 1442 AH (2020), the number of graduate students 
was (8613), including (4313) male and (4300) female students, distributed 
among the facultys according to the figures shown in Table 2.

King Abdulaziz University also offers graduate studies programs in Jed-
dah and some of the following areas:

•	 Jeddah Campus (Main Campus)
•	 University branch in Rabigh
•	 Makkah Region
•	 Abha region

Table (1): Number of graduate programs at King Abdulaziz University by grade
for the 1st semester of the academic year 1442 AH (2020-21)
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Table (2): Students enrolled in graduate studies at KAU
For the first semester 1442 AH (2020-21)

Faculty
Master’s PhD

Male student  Female
student Male student  Female

student

 Communication and
Media

20 26 --- ---

Business - Rabigh 113 111 --- ---

 Economics and
Management

807 634 10 21

 Meteorology,
 Environment

 and Arid Land
Agriculture

46 --- 42 4

Prince Khaled Al-
Faisal

for moderation
102 22 --- ---

Arts and Humanities 668 665 307 254

Computers and IT 215 397 65 99

Law 205 168 --- ---

Marine Studies 8 --- --- ---

Graduate education 204 274 24 24

Tourism 56 --- --- ---

Pharmacy 30 25 --- ---

Medicine 69 106 7 14

Sciences 220 517 120 384

 Applied Medical
Sciences

51 72 --- ---

Arts and--
Humanities Rabigh

4 17 --- ---
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Faculty
Master’s PhD

Male student  Female
student Male student  Female

student

 Architecture and
Planning

64 --- 14 ---

Engineering 521 --- 58 ---

Engineering Rabigh 19 --- --- ---

Dentistry 25 --- --- ---

geology 167 --- 2 ---

Oceanography 11 46 13 ---

 Medical
 Rehabilitation

Sciences
12 16 --- ---

 Institute of Islamic
Economics

50 --- --- ---

 English Language
Institute

12 59 --- ---

Nursing --- 85 --- ---

Dentistry --- 47 2 10

Human Sciences
and Designs

--- 231 --- 30

Total 3,699 3,518 664 840

Grand Total 8721

There are 9 female computer diploma students who were not included in the table
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King Abdulaziz University paid great attention to graduate studies, so 
it worked to encourage graduate students, supervisors, and scientific de-
partments through allocating (4) annual prizes to be granted to the follow-
ing categories:

1. Best Graduate Student Award
Awarded annually to the best graduate student. The award aims to fos-

ter a distinguished research climate, the advancement of the educational 
process and human knowledge, and anticipate community issues, to en-
courage students to be pioneers and innovative.

2. Best Scientific Department Award for Graduate Studies
Awarded annually to the distinguished scientific department in the field 

of graduate studies.  The award aims to motivate the scientific depart-
ments to improve the activities of graduate studies and elevate the univer-
sity to levels of excellence among the distinguished and globally ranked 
universities. It also seeks to enhance the effectiveness and outcomes of 
the studies system of higher education through rewarding certain academ-
ic departments and encouraging them to be competitive and have the in-
itiative towards creativity, innovation, and excellence in graduate studies.

3. Best Supervisor of Scientific Theses Award
It is awarded annually to the best distinguished scientific supervisor at 

the university level. The award aims to honour the distinguished professors 
who supervise scientific theses, improving the effectiveness of scientific 
supervision, and refining its efficiency, which will reflect positively on the 
level of enhancing the outcomes of the graduate studies and scientific re-
search system at the university.

Graduate Studies Awards
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4. Best PhD Thesis Award

Awarded annually to the best distinguished doctoral dissertation at the 
university level. The award aims to raise the level of quality of doctoral the-
ses and foster the spirit of competitiveness among graduate students and 
motivating them to conduct original research, which enhances students’ 
capabilities, and usher them into contributing to improve the scientific re-
search outcomes’ system of graduate studies at the university.

These awards are awarded for each specialization separately as follows: 

Natural Sciences Majors: These include the Faculty of Science - Fac-
ulty of Science and Arts in Rabigh - Faculty of Earth Sciences - Faculty 
of Marine Sciences - Faculty of Meteorology, Environment and Arid Land 
Agriculture.

Engineering and Technical Sciences Majors: These include the faculties 
of Engineering - Architecture and Planning - Faculties of Computers and 
Information Technology - Faculty of Maritime Studies - Rabigh Engineering.

Health Sciences Majors: These include the Faculty of Medicine - the Fac-
ulty of Dentistry - the Faculty of Pharmacy - Faculty of Applied Medical 
Sciences - Faculty of Nursing - Medical Rehabilitation Sciences.

Social and Human Sciences Majors: These include the Faculties of Arts 
and Humanities - Economics and Management - Law - Graduate Educa-
tional Studies - Human Sciences and Designs - Tourism - Communica-
tion and Publicity - Institute of Islamic Economics - Institute of Arabic for 
Speakers of Other Languages - English Language Institute - Faculty of 
Business in Rabigh.
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The Research Services Unit of the Deanship of Graduate Studies pro-
vides consultations and research services for male and female graduate 
students, to develop scientific research skills including various types of 
computational usage for scientific research and statistics operations, as 
well as improving the level of stylistic performance in Arabic and English. 
The unit also seeks to raise the efficiency of the performance of the male 
and female students and raise the standards of academic quality and pro-
fessional for them.

Post Office Box 80217 Jeddah

Fax 126952896 - 00966

Telephone 126951266 - 00966

Website https://graduatestudies.kau.edu.sa

Geographical Location  https://goo.gl/maps/qxKhCHXnGnPWRhhU7

 Building 711

Research Services Unit

Deanship of Graduate Studies’ Contact Information 
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The Deanship of Graduate Studies allows those wishing to enrol in stud-
ies and complete their academic endeavour, two types of programs:

General Programs
These are free programs that include master’s and doctoral degrees, 

and they are usually held in the mornings of weekdays.

Specific Programs (with tuition fees)
These are tuition-fee programs that include a master’s degree and a 

higher diploma offered at the weekend. If accepted, the student pays the 
fees which vary according to the program.

How to Apply for Graduate Programs
Applications for graduate studies at KAU are 100% electronic through 

an admission system to be accessed through the website of the Deanship 
of Graduate Studies, as follows:

Saudi students Electronic Admission Portal
https://graduatestudies.kau.edu.sa/Pages-home2.aspx

CCGC students Electronic Admission Portal
https://graduatestudies.kau.edu.sa/Pages-home2.aspx

Non-Saudi Student 
Residing in KSA

Electronic Admission Portal
https://graduatestudies.kau.edu.sa/Pages-home2.aspx

Foreign Students
Graduate Scholarship Admission System for International 

Students 
https://graduatestudies.kau.edu.sa/Content-306-AR-263865

Teaching assistants 
and lecturers

at King Abdulaziz 
University

Graduate Transactions System

Teaching assistants 
and lecturers

at other Saudi Univer-
sities

Electronic Admission Portal
https://graduatestudies.kau.edu.sa/Pages-home2.aspx

Disabled Students Electronic Admission Portal
https://graduatestudies.kau.edu.sa/Pages-home2.aspx

Admission to Graduate Studies
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Administrative Staff at 
KAU

According to the university’s plan, applications for general 
programs, are only made through the General Administration 
of Human Resources, but for Specific Programs, applications 

are submitted through the portal electronic admission.

Students expected to 
graduate

(According to the 
terms and conditions

determined by the 
Deanship)

Electronic Admission Portal
https://graduatestudies.kau.edu.sa/Pages-home2.aspx

The eligibility and the weighted percentage of applicants for most pro-
grams is calculated as follows:

Diploma
Programs

General MA 
Programs

Specific MA 
Programs PhD Programs

 Accumulative
Percentage 50% 60% 30% ---

 General Aptitude
Test for

undergraduates
***

30-50% 40% 30% 30%

 Experiences and
courses 0-20% --- 30% ---

 English Language
Proficiency Test --- --- 10% ---

 Written Test at
the Department --- --- --- 40%

Capabilities
Research *** --- --- --- 30%

* (for PhD programs only) those who achieve at least 70% of the total criteria will be ac-
cepted according to the proposed number of admissions. However, the Council of the 
Scientific Department may accept those who have obtained less of this ratio.
** The eligibility test in the scientific section substitutes for the general abilities test for 
undergraduates in some programs.
*** This comprises Statement of Purpose, research contributions from published research 
papers, or research contributions in the program specialization.
**** There is a written test as an eligibility mechanism for some medical program

Admission to Graduate Studies

Eligibility of Applicants
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Requirements for Admission
The requirements for admission to graduate studies are as follows:

General Requirements for all Programs
•	 The applicant must be Saudi, or on an official scholarship for grad-

uate studies if of non-Saudi origin
•	 The applicant must have a university degree from a Saudi university 

or from another recognized university
•	 Applicant must be of good conduct, good conduct and medically fit
•	 Applicant must submit two scientific recommendations from profes-

sors/teachers who have taught him previously
•	 Applicant must have approval of the employer for the study if he is 

an employee
•	 The norm for doctoral study is time full-time mode and it is permis-

sible for the University Council to make exceptions to that when the 
need arises

Specific Terms for Program
These are conditions that are specific to some programs and not others 

(They are shown in the latest guide of the schedules for Graduate Studies 
Programs)

The TOEFL test is valid for two years, while the English Language Profi-
ciency Test (STEP) is valid for three years and the validity of the IELTS test 
is two years, however, the Online IELTS Indicator is deemed unacceptable. 
KAU provides those accepted (in some general master’s programs only) 
and who did not obtain the required grade in English, an alternative English 
language course whose cost must be paid by the applicant.

Those who have the following are exempted from the English language 
requirement:

•	 A qualification (Bachelor-Master) from a university in an English lan-
guage-speaking country.

•	 Qualifications (Bachelor-Master) in the disciplines of Medicine, Sur-
gery, Dentistry, and pharmacy.

•	 Qualifications (Bachelor-Master) in English
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Exemption from the language requirements does not apply to the 
following programmes:

Program The required Language Grade

 Master's degree in English, Faculty of
Arts and Humanities

IELTS (6) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

 egaugnaL hsilgnE eht ta LOSET AM
etutitsnI

IELTS (6) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

 Professional Master's in Language
Teaching Practices English at the Eng-

lish Language Institute

IELTS (6) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

 Master's in Medical Laboratory
 Technology, from Faculty of Applied

Medical Science

IELTS (5.4) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

Master of Nursing, Faculty of Nursing IELTS (5) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

 ,scituecamrahP ni eerged s'retsaM
ycamrahP fo ytlucaF

IELTS (4) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

MSc Pharmaceutical Chemistry/Ex-
ploration

IELTS (6) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

 and Partial development of drugs at
the Faculty of Pharmacy

IELTS (6) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

 All Master's programs in the Faculty of
Dentistry

IELTS (4) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

 Master's degree in natural products,
Faculty of Pharmacy

IELTS (4) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

 Master's degree in Pharmacology and
Toxicology, Faculty of Pharmacy

IELTS (4) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

 Master's degree in Physiotherapy,
 Faculty of Rehabilitation Medical

Sciences

IELTS (4) or equivalent test
accredited by the university

For inquiries - Admission Unit

Male Students
asafhi@kau.edu.sa

Female Students
as.ude.uak@ura.gsgD

Twitter
Dgs_kau
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The student who has been accepted is sent a text message with the 
university number and password. The Deanship will then create a new stu-
dent data file, select the academic mentor and supplementary courses for 
him (if any).

Registration method
Student registration before the start of the semester is through the 

ODUS Plus System

https://odusplus-ss.kau.edu.sa/PROD/twbkwbis.P_WWWLogin

 

Induction program for new students
The Deanship of Graduate Studies organizes an induction program for 

new students before the start of the study, the details of which are an-
nounced on the website of the Deanship.

المرشد الأكاديمي
He is a faculty member whose rank is not lower than that of assistant 

professor, and his role is as follows:
•	 Advises the student to register the study schedule.
•	 Informs the student of graduate studies about regulations and pol-

icies.
•	 Academic follow-up of the student and ensuring his participation in 

academic meetings in the academic department
•	 Eliminating obstacles and difficulties that might face the student 

during the study.
•	 If the student’s study is based on the dissertation system, the ac-

ademic advisor will guide the student and assist him/her in choos-
ing the topic of the thesis in an appropriate manner which suits the 
goals of the university, the scientific department and the student’s 
desire. The advisor will also help the student in preparing a research 
proposal.

•	 Once Appointed as a supervisor of the student’s thesis, the scientif-
ic supervisor acts as an academic advisor.

Registration
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Policy of Study

Complementary Stage

Conditions of Passing the Complementary Stage

•	 The academic year consists of two main semesters.
•	 The duration of each semester is 15 weeks, whereby the two regis-

tration periods and tests are not included.
•	 The prescribed period for obtaining a master’s degree is no less 

than four semesters and not more than eight chapters.
•	 The prescribed period for obtaining a doctorate is no less than six 

semesters and no more than ten semesters.
•	 The statutory period is calculated from the beginning of registration 

in the methodological curriculum plan in which the applicant is ac-
cepted.

•	 A student does not graduate until after completing the academic 
degree requirements and with a cumulative GPA not less than very 
good (3.75).

Graduate students at the master’s or doctoral levels are accepted on 
the condition of passing some supplementary courses, which are from the 
previous stage (Bachelor’s or Master’s). The scientific section is required 
for the student to pass these supplementary courses before starting grad-
uate studies for a period of no more than three semesters.

•	 Student to pass the supplementary course with a grade of no less 
than good (70 or more).

•	 Failure to pass any of the supplementary courses (a score of less 
than 70) leads to cancellation of enrolment from the university. 

•	 Completion of all supplementary courses with a cumulative GPA of 
less than very good (3.75) leads to cancellation of enrolment from 
the university.

•	 The time allocated for passing the supplementary courses is not 
counted within the period specified for the degree.
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•	 Supplementary courses are not included in the calculation of the 
cumulative average for a stage Graduate Studies.

•	 The maximum regular period for the supplementary stage is three 
semesters.

•	 The scientific department of the faculty may authorize registration 
for courses of methodological graduate studies (if there is only one 
or two courses left of Supplementary Courses for the student to do)

•	 The scientific department of the faculty may add supplementary 
courses to the student or exempt him from some supplementary 
courses during the first two semesters

•	 It is not permissible to add supplementary courses to the student 
after the curricular courses, except in the case of changing the spe-
cialization.

•	 Registration of supplementary courses must be according to the 
academic calendar of the Deanship of Admission and Registration.

After the student number is issued, the supplementary materials will 
be suspended for each student. The suspension is cancelled when sup-
plementary courses are not approved for the student by the department 
or upon passing all supplementary courses. The student can look up the 
supplementary materials via the ODUS Plus System as follows:

(University website - electronic services - single sign-on - graduate 
studies - graduate admission process system-reports- admission process 
report- student application – new student data – supplementary materials).

Article (18) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for Gradu-
ate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Notes

Procedure Regulation
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•	 Applying is after the student’s university number is issued from the 
Admission Unit at the Deanship.

•	 The Academic Department of the Faculty determines the name of 
the academic advisor and the minor specialization and supplemen-
tary courses (if any).

•	 The student can only register his academic schedule after the com-
pletion of the data processing operation for new students.

•	 The academic advisor is to be contacted in case of any academic 
queries or questions about the program plan.

•	 The academic advisor performs his duties as stipulated in the exec-
utive rule (2-41).

•	 The student can view the data of the application process by logging 
into the Graduate Application System.

Director of the Deanship’s Admissions Unit - Head of Department - Di-
rector of Academic Affairs Unit (Approval).

Article (18) and (41) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for 
Graduate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Steps of the Application Process

Procedure Regulations

New Student Data



KAU GRADUATE STUDIES M
ANUAL

24

•	 The student has the right to apply for exemption from some of the 
department’s Supplementary Courses by applying to the science 
department of the faculty.

•	 The student must provide evidence of his right to be exempted.
•	 The scientific department may exempt the student from some Sup-

plementary Courses.
•	 Exemption is made during the first two semesters at most after the 

acceptance.

Head of the Department - Vice Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice Dean 
for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice 
Dean for Academic Affairs and follow-up (approval).

Article (18) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for Gradu-
ate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Exemption from the Supplementary 
Course

Steps of the Application Process

Procedure Regulations
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•	 The procedure is for new students only.
•	 Maximum postponement is two semesters.
•	 Admission is deferred each semester by an independent procedure.
•	 Submission is according to the academic calendar.
•	 The student must not have a course schedule.
•	 Admission cannot be postponed for students of Specific Programs.
•	 Submission of the transaction is done electronically from the stu-

dent’s account through the Application System of Graduate studies.
•	 Submitting the application does not mean accepting it, and the stu-

dent must follow it up until it is approved by the Deanship.
•	 Convincing and compelling justifications must be attached.

University Website - Electronic Services - Single Sign-on - ODUS Plus 
-Student - Electronic Applications (graduate studies) - New Application - 
Choose an Application Type-

 (Postponement of Admission)

Student - Head of Department - Vice Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice 
Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit 
- Employee Unit Specialist - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up 
(approval).

Article (21) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulation for Graduate 
Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Steps of Creating of an Application

Steps of the Application Process

Procedure Regulations

Postponement of Admission
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•	 The minimum course schedule registration is 6 and the maximum is 
12 hours.

•	 A graduate student has the right to register for only 15 hours, provid-
ed that the average is not less than (4.50).

•	 Registration of the study schedule is made according to the study 
plan of the program in which the student is accepted.

•	 The thesis hours upon registration are excluded from the specified 
maximum.

•	 A student is not entitled to re-register and study any course after 
passing it.

•	 Incomplete and credited courses in previous semesters with a grade 
(IC) or (IP) will not be registered again.

•	 The deletion and addition of curricular courses shall be made accord-
ing to the academic calendar of the Deanship of Graduate Studies.

•	 The deletion and addition of supplementary courses shall be made 
according to the academic calendar to the Deanship of Admission 
and Registration.

•	 When the period of deletion and addition from the student’s account 
elapses, it will be possible to register through the Vice Deanship for 
Graduate Studies and Scientific Research within the period deter-
mined according to the academic calendar.

•	 Tuition fees for Specific Programs must be paid according to the aca-
demic calendar to enable the student to register for the study schedule.

•	 Registration of the academic schedule for students of Specific Pro-
grams is through the Program Director in the faculty.

Registration of the Study Schedule

University Website - Electronic Services - Single sign-on - ODUS Plus 
- Student - Registration - Deletion and Addition - Semester Selection - 
Search for Study Section – Determining the Course Code according to the 
Program Plan – Choosing the part of the semester (Graduate) - Search for 
Study Sections - Choose the section to be registered – Registration.

Article (35) and its executive rules of the unified Regulation for Graduate 
Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Steps of the Application Process

Procedure Regulations
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•	 A new student cannot postpone studies
•	 The procedure is for a student who has passed one or more semesters
•	 The application is to be made according to the academic calendar
•	 The total period of postponement shall not exceed four semesters
•	 It is not possible to postpone for more than two consecutive semes-

ters, provided that the procedure for each semester is conducted 
through a separate application

•	 The postponement period is not counted within the maximum peri-
od for obtaining the degree

•	 There must be convincing reasons
•	 It is not possible to postpone during additional opportunities
•	 The application is to be electronically submitted from the student’s 

account through the Application System of Graduate Studies
•	 Submitting the application does not mean accepting it, and the stu-

dent must follow up the application until it is approved

Postponement of Study

University Website - Electronic Services - Single Sign-on - ODUS Plus 
- Student - Electronic Applications (graduate studies) - New Transaction - 
Choose a type of Application (Postponement of Studies).

Student - Head of Department - Vice Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice 
Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit 
- Employee Unit Specialist - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up 
(Approval).

Article (22) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for Gradu-
ate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Steps of Creating of an Application

Steps of the Application Process

Procedure Regulations
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•	 The procedure is for those who have a study schedule
•	 The procedure is calculated within the number of times of postponements
•	 It is not possible to postpone for more than two consecutive semes-

ters, provided that the procedure for each semester is conducted 
through a separate application

•	 It is not possible to postpone during additional opportunities
•	 When a semester is deleted for students of Specific Programs, it is 

financially treated according to the regulations approved by the Dean-
ship of Community Service, as follows:
a.	 If the dismissal of the semester is submitted within the first two 

weeks, 5% of the paid costs will be deducted
b.	 If the dismissal of the semester is submitted within the first two 

weeks, 5% of the paid costs will be deducted
c.	 If the dismissal of the semester is submitted from the beginning 

of the 3rd week to the end of the 8th week, 40% of the costs paid 
will be deducted

•	 If the dismissal of the semester is submitted after the 8th week of the semes-
ter, no amount will be transferred, and the student must pay the fees anew  

•	 The above periods are calculated according to the approved universi-
ty calendar and not according to the actual start of the study

•	 The application is to be electronically submitted through the Graduate 
Application System

•	 Submitting the transaction does not mean accepting it, and the stu-
dent must follow up until it is approved by the Deanship

Deletion of a Semester
(Withdrawal from Study)

- University Website - Electronic Services - Single Sign-on - ODUS Plus 
-Student - Electronic Applications (Graduate Studies) - New Application - 
Choose a Type Application (withdrawal from study)

Student - Head of Department - Vice Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice Dean 
for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Employ-
ee Unit Specialist - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up (Approval)

Article (31) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for Graduate 
Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Steps of Creating of an Application

Steps of the Application Process

Procedure Regulations
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•	 Passing (6) academic hours.
•	 The average should not be less than very good (3.75).
•	 Student must meet the admission requirements for the program to 

be transferred to.
•	 The transfer is for one time, whether inside or outside the faculty
•	 Submission of the application is done according to the Academic 

Calendar.
•	 The academic department transferred to can carry out the equiv-

alency of some courses if it deemed them in accordance with the 
plan of the program.

•	 The academic department to be transferred to has the right to ap-
prove supplementary courses for the student before initiating the 
studies of the program plan.

•	 Application must be electronically submitted from the student’s ac-
count through the Application System of Graduate Studies.

University Website - Electronic Services - Single Sign-on - ODUS Plus 
-Student - Electronic Applications (Graduate Studies) - New Application - 
Choose a Type Application (Transfer from a faculty to another).

Student - Director of Academic Affairs Unit - Head of the Scientific 
Department of the Faculty to be transferred to - Vice Dean for Graduate 
Studies - Dean of the Faculty - Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice Dean for 
Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice 
Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Dean for Graduate Studies (Ap-
proval).

Article (31) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for Gradu-
ate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Steps of Creating of an Application 

Steps of the Application Process

Procedure Regulations

Transfer from a Faculty to Another
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•	 Passing (6) academic hours.
•	 The average should not be less than very good (3.75).
•	 Student must meet the admission requirements for the program to 

be transferred to.
•	 The transfer is for one time, whether inside or outside the faculty
•	 Submission of the application is done according to the Academic 

Calendar.
•	 The academic department transferred to can carry out the equiv-

alency of some courses if it deemed them in accordance with the 
plan of the program.

•	 The academic department to be transferred to has the right to ap-
prove supplementary courses for the student before initiating the 
studies of the program plan.

•	 Application must be electronically submitted from the student’s ac-
count through the Application System of Graduate Studies.

University Website - Electronic Services - Single Sign-on - ODUS Plus 
-Student - Electronic Applications (Graduate Studies) - New Application - 
Choose a Type Application (Transfer from a department to another within 
the faculty).

Article (31) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for Gradu-
ate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Student - Director of Academic Affairs Unit - Head of the Scientific 
Department of the Faculty to be transferred to - Vice Dean for Graduate 
Studies - Dean of the Faculty - Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice Dean for 
Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice 
Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Dean for Graduate Studies (Ap-
proval).

Transfer from a Department to 
Another Within the Faculty

Steps of Creating of an Application 

Procedure Regulations

Steps of the Application Process
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University Website - Electronic Services - Single Sign-on - ODUS Plus 
-Student - Electronic Applications (Graduate Studies) - New Application - 
Choose a Type Application (Postponement of admission).

Article (31) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for Gradu-
ate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Student - Director of Academic Affairs Unit - Head of the Scientific 
Department of the Faculty to be transferred to - Vice Dean for Graduate 
Studies - Dean of the Faculty - Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice Dean for 
Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice 
Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Dean for Graduate Studies (Ap-
proval).

•	 Passing (6) academic hours.
•	 The average should not be less than very good (3.75).
•	 Student must meet the admission requirements for the program to 

be transferred to.
•	 The transfer is for one time, whether inside or outside the faculty
•	 Submission of the application is done according to the Academic 

Calendar.
•	 The academic department transferred to can carry out the equiv-

alency of some courses if it deemed them in accordance with the 
plan of the program.

•	 The academic department to be transferred to has the right to ap-
prove supplementary courses for the student before initiating the 
studies of the program plan.

•	 Application must be electronically submitted from the student’s ac-
count through the Application System of Graduate Studies.

Transfer from a Track to Another 
Within the Department

Steps of Creating of an Application 

Procedure Regulations

Steps of the Application Process
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•	 Passing (6) academic hours.
•	 The average should not be less than very good (3.75).
•	 Student must meet the admission requirements for the program to 

be transferred to.
•	 The transfer is for one time, whether inside or outside the faculty
•	 Submission of the application is done according to the Academic 

Calendar.
•	 Application must be electronically submitted from the student’s ac-

count through the Application System of Graduate Studies.

Transferring from a Thesis Program 
to a Project Program in the Same 
Specialisation or Vice Versa

University Website - Electronic Services - Single Sign-on - ODUS Plus 
-Student - Electronic Applications (Graduate Studies) - New Application 
- Choose a Type Application (Transfer from a track to another within the 
department).

Article (31) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for Gradu-
ate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Student - Director of Academic Affairs Unit - Head of the Scientific 
Department of the Faculty to be transferred to - Vice Dean for Graduate 
Studies - Dean of the Faculty - Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice Dean for 
Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice 
Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Dean for Graduate Studies (Ap-
proval).

Steps of Creating of an Application 

Procedure Regulations

Steps of the Application Process
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Article (31) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for Gradu-
ate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Procedure Regulations

•	 The comprehensive examination is intended for doctoral students 
and is a prerequisite for the approval of thesis title and appointment 
of a supervisor for PhD students.

•	 The comprehensive exam consists of two parts: one is written and 
the other is oral.

•	 The academic department of the faculty determines the materials 
required for the comprehensive exam.

•	 The academic department of the faculty determines the duration of 
the comprehensive test, and its date however, this procedure must 
not exceed three semesters after initiating the studying of the cur-
ricular courses.

•	 The student passes the written test if he scores 70% of the test.
•	 The student passes the oral test if he/she scores 70% of the aver-

age score of the committee members.
•	 If a student fails an exam, he/she will be given one more chance to 

take the test again.
•	 The student’s enrolment will be cancelled if he does not pass the 

test for the second time according to the article (26) of the unified 
Regulations for Graduate Studies and its Executive Rules.

Comprehensive Test
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•	 The student has the right to supervision appointment after passing 
50% of the program plan and before finishing the plan.

•	 The average should not be less than very good (3.75).
•	 Passing the comprehensive examination for doctoral students.
•	 Presenting the research plan and approving it for the academic de-

partment.
•	 Approval of the academic department of the faculty.
•	 The selection of the supervisor should be in accordance with the 

Unified Regulation for Graduate Studies.
•	 Submitting the application electronically from the department head’s 

account.

Confirmation of Thesis Title and 
Appointment of a Supervisor

Articles (42) (43) (44) (45) (46) (47) (48) (50) and its executive rules of the 
Unified Regulations for Graduate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Student - Director of Academic Affairs Unit - Head of the Scientific 
Department of the Faculty to be transferred to - Vice Dean for Graduate 
Studies - Dean of the Faculty - Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice Dean for 
Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice 
Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Dean for Graduate Studies (Ap-
proval).

Procedure Regulations

Steps of the Application Process
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•	 There is a previously approved application to acknowledge the title 
of the thesis and to appoint a supervisor.

•	 The average should not be less than very good (3.75).
•	 The research plan to be Submitted to academic department for ap-

proval in case the research is changed].
•	 Approval of the academic department of the faculty.
•	 The selection of the supervisor should be in accordance with the 

Unified Regulation for Graduate Studies.
•	 Submitting the application electronically from the department head’s 

account.

Amendment of the Supervisory 
Committee

Articles (49) and (50) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations 
for Graduate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Department Supervisor -Vice Dean for Graduate Studies - Dean of the 
Faculty - Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and 
Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Administrator of the Unit- Head 
of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - 
Dean for Graduate Studies (Approval).

Procedure Regulations

Steps of the Application Process
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•	 There is an approved application to acknowledge the title of the 
thesis and to appoint a supervisor.

•	 The application is to be processed before the degree is awarded
•	 Approval of the academic department of the faculty.
•	 Submitting the application electronically from the department head’s 

account.

Amendment of Thesis Title

Article (49) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for Gradu-
ate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Department Supervisor -Vice Dean for Graduate Studies - Dean of the 
Faculty - Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and 
Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Administrator of the Unit- Head 
of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - 
Dean for Graduate Studies (Approval).

Procedure Regulations

Steps of the Application Process
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Department Supervisor -Vice Dean for Graduate Studies - Dean of the 
Faculty - Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and 
Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Administrator of the Unit- Head 
of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - 
Dean for Graduate Studies (Approval).

Article (29) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for Gradu-
ate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

University Website - Electronic Services - Single Sign-on - ODUS Plus 
-Student - Electronic Applications (Graduate Studies) - New Application - 
Choose a Type Application (An Extra Opportunity to Exceed the Regular 
Duration.

Steps of the Application Process

Procedure Regulations

Steps of Creating of an Application 

•	 There is an approved application to acknowledge the title of the 
thesis and to appoint a supervisor.

•	 The average should not be less than very good (3.75).
•	 The Thesis Supervisor’s Evaluation average shall not be less than 

very good (3.75).
•	 Approval of the academic department of the faculty.
•	 The number of additional opportunities shall not exceed two semes-

ters.
•	 The application is initiated in the last semester of the student’s reg-

ular term.
•	 The additional opportunity is for students of thesis programs only.
•	 The application is to be electronically submitted from the student’s 

account through the Application System for Graduate studies.

An Extra Opportunity to Exceed the 
Legal Duration
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•	 The application will be initiated after passing the entire approved 
Program Plan.

•	 The Thesis must be examined and approved by the Academic Coun-
cil before establishing and forming a Viva Committee.

•	 The average should not be less than very good (3.75).
•	 Attachment of a publication paper for master’s students, and two 

publication papers for doctoral students.
•	 The minimum time framework for forming a Viva committee is after 

four semesters have passed for a master’s student.
•	 The minimum time framework for forming a Viva committee is after 

four semesters have passed for a PhD student.
•	 The statutory period is calculated from the beginning of the study of 

the curricular courses according to the program plan.
•	 Approval of the academic department of the faculty.
•	 The members of the Viva committee should be in accordance with 

the Rules of the Unified Regulation for Graduate studies.
•	 The Viva must be conducted after submitting the completed thesis 

to the academic department in no more than one semester.
•	 The application is to be electronically submitted from the head of 

department’s account.

Formation of a VIVA Committee

Articles (53) (54) (55) (56) (57) (58) and its executive rules of the Unified 
Regulations for Graduate Studies and its Implementing Rules

Vice Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and 
Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Administrator of the Unit- Head 
of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - 
Dean for Graduate Studies (Approval).

Procedure Regulations

Steps of the Application Process
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•	 There must be a previously approved application for forming a Viva 
committee.

•	 Approval of the academic department of the faculty.
•	 The members of the Viva committee should be in accordance with 

the Rules of the Unified Regulation for Graduate studies.
•	 The Viva must be conducted after submitting the completed thesis 

to the academic department in no more than one semester.
•	 The application is to be electronically submitted from the head of 

department’s account.   

Viva Committee Amendment

Head of Department - Vice Dean for Graduate Studies – Dean of the 
Faculty- Dean for graduate Studies -Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and 
Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Administrator of the Unit- Head 
of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - 
Dean for Graduate Studies (Approval).

Articles (53) (54) (55) (56) (57) (58) and its executive rules of the Unified 
Regulations for Graduate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Steps of the Application Process

Procedure Regulations
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•	 If he/she was accepted for study and did not register on time.
•	 In the case of registering for a certain semester and did not start 

studying for that semester.
•	 If he/she was accepted into graduate studies and did not register 

within the specified period of registration.
•	 If he/she does not pass the supplementary courses according to the 

conditions set forth in Article (18).
•	 If he/she withdraws or stops studying for a semester without an ac-

ceptable excuse.
•	 If it is proven that he/she is not serious about studying or violates 

any of his academic duties according to the provisions of Article (52) 
of this Regulation.

•	 If the cumulative average drops below “Very Good” in two consec-
utive semesters.

•	 If he/she exceeds the chances of postponement specified in Article (22).
•	 If he/she violates the academic integrity, whether at the stage of 

studying the courses or preparing the Thesis, or did an act that vio-
lates the university’s regulations and traditions.

•	 If he/she does not pass the comprehensive test - if any - after being 
allowed to repeat it once.

•	 If the judging committee decides that the Thesis is not suitable for 
discussion or does not accept it after discussion

•	 If he/she does not obtain the degree within the maximum duration 
according to Article (36).

Cancellation of Registration

Articles (25) (26) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for 
Graduate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Head of Department - Vice Dean for Graduate Studies – Dean of the 
Faculty- Dean for graduate Studies -Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and 
Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Administrator of the Unit- Head 
of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - 
Dean for Graduate Studies (Approval).

Procedure Regulations

Steps of the Application Process
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•	 A student may be re-enrolled if compelling circumstances prevented 
him/her from continuing studying.

•	 No more than six semesters have passed since the study was inter-
rupted.

•	 If he/she has a cumulative average of no less than 3.25.
•	 Approval of the Department and Faculty Council.
•	 The academic department must adhere to addressing the reasons 

for cancelling the enrolment in the same semester in which the stu-
dent will be re-enrolled.

•	 A student who has dropped out for more than 6 semesters shall not 
be re-enrolled and will be treated as a new student.

•	 The application is to be electronically submitted through the stu-
dent’s account on the Application System of Graduate Studies.

•	 The purpose of re-enrolment is determined as follows:
a.	 Re-enrolment to discuss the Thesis and award the degree.
b.	 Re-enrolment to confirm the Title of the thesis and appoint a su-

pervisor
c.	 Re-enrolment to complete the Program Plan requirements.
d.	 Re-enrolment to improve the average.

Re-enrolment

Articles (27) (28) and its executive rules of the Unified Regulations for 
Graduate Studies and its Implementing Rules.

Student - Head of Department - Vice Dean for Graduate Studies - Dean 
of the Faculty - Dean of Graduate Studies - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs 
and Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit - the Employee in Charge 
of the Unit - Head of Academic Affairs Unit- Vice Dean for Academic Affairs 
and Follow-up- Dean of Graduate Studies (Approval).

University Website - Electronic Services - Single Sign-on - ODUS Plus 
-Student - Electronic Applications (graduate studies) - New Application - 
Choose a Type Application (re-enrolment).

Procedure Regulations

Procedure Regulations

Steps of the Application Process
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•	 If the student withdraws from graduate studies based on his desire 
and then wishes to return and Re-apply, he/she will be subject to 
admission requirements at the time of new registration. The aca-
demic department may calculate what it deems from the supple-
mentary courses that are taken by the student and passed before 
his/her withdrawal.

•	 If students of Specific Programs wish to withdraw, the costs will not 
be refunded except for the semester during which he/she withdrew, 
and this is as follows:
a.	 If the withdrawal application is submitted within the first two 

weeks, a 5% deduction will be made of the costs paid.
b.	 If the Withdrawal Application was submitted from the beginning 

of the third week to the end of the eighth week, 40% of the costs 
paid will be deducted.

c.	 If the Withdrawal Application is submitted after the eighth week 
from the start of the Semester, no refund will be given.

d.	 The periods above are calculated according to the university’s 
approved University Calendar and NOT according to the beginning 
of the actual study.

•	 The application is to be electronically submitted through the stu-
dent’s account on the Application System of Graduate Studies.

•	 The student must follow up the application until it is approved by the 
Deanship.

•	 After approving the application, the student must contact the Dean-
ship of Community Service to recover the fees after the discount 
and according to the percentage shown above.

Final Withdrawal

University Website - Electronic Services - Single Sign-on - ODUS Plus 
-Student - Electronic Applications (graduate studies) - New Application - 
Choose a Type Application (Final Withdrawal).

Steps of Creating of an Application
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For inquiries – Academic Affairs Unit

Head of Academic Affairs Unit 73274 twalzhrani@kau.edu.sa

Academic Affairs Unit Staff 68137 / 60785 / 62976 / 289

Head of the Academic Affairs Unit at Women Campus 26133
 Dgsg.aau@kau.edu.sa

Academic Affairs Unit Staff at Women Campus 26282 / 63052

Student - Head of Department - Vice-Dean for Graduate Studies - Vice-
Dean for Academic Affairs and Follow-up - Head of Academic Affairs Unit 
- Head of Academic Affairs Unit - Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and Fol-
low-up – (Approval).

Steps of the Application Process



44



45

Graduate Programs

First, the General Programs
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Faculty of Economics and Administration

 Degree Depart-
ment

 Name of*
 Academic

Degree

 Major
Special-
ization

 Minor
Special-
ization

 Required
English Lan-
 guage Test

Scores

 Graduate
 Aptitude
)Test (GAT

 Grade  Accepted
Specializations

 Master
Pro-

 grams
 By

 Courses
 and

 Thesis

Account-
ing

 M.Sc. (
ACCOUNT-

)ING

Ac-
counting ---------

in IELTS 3.5
Or

 Alternative
 English
Course

At least 65  Above
Average Accounting

 Public
Adminis-

tration

 Master
 in Public

Administra-
tion

 Public
Admin-
istration

---------

in IELTS 3.5
Or

 Alternative
 English
Course

At least 65 Very Good All Specializations

Econom-
 ics

 Master in
Economics

Eco-
nomics ---------

in IELTS 3.5
Or

 Alternative
 English
Course

At least 65  Above
 Average

Economics - Admin-
 -istration

 Engineering- Earth
-Science

 Arts (Geography)-
 Sciences (Math &

 )Statistics
Metrology (Environ-
 mental Sciences-

)Water Management

 Master
Pro-

  grams
 by

  Courses
 and

 Research
 Project

Econom-
ics Master in Economics

Eco-
nomics ---------

in IELTS 3.5
Or

 Alternative
 English
Course

At least 65
 Above
Average

 Economics and
 -Administration

 Engineering- Earth
-Science

 Arts (Geography)-
 Sciences (Math &

 )Statistics
Metrology (Environ-
 mental Sciences-

)Water Management

 Business
Adminis-

tration

 Master in
 Business
Administra-

tion

Busi-
 ness

Admin-
istration

--------- in IELTS 3.5
At least 65 Very Good All Specializations

PhD Pro-
grams

Account-
ing

 Ph.D. in
Accounting

Ac-
counting --------- in IELTS 5

At least 65 Very Good

 MA in Accounting+
 BA in Accounting

 Those with MA(
 of Professional

 Accounting are not
)accepted

 Business
Adminis-

tration

 Ph.D.in
 Business
Administra-

tion

Busi-
 ness

Admin-
istration

---------

in IELTS 5
Or

 Alternative
 English
Course

At least 65 Very Good
 Academic MBA-(

 Executive MBA) from
KAU only
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Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Degree Depart-
ment

Name of 
Academ-
ic Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Specializa-

tions

Master 
Pro-

grams 

By 
Courses 

and 
Thesis

Geography
Master in 
Geogra-

phy
Geography ---------

3.5 in IELTS
Or

Alternative 
English 
Course

At least 65
Above 
Aver-
age

All Specializations

Arabic 
Language 
and Litera-

ture

Master 
in Arabic 

Lan-
guage & 
Literature

Arabic 
Language 
and Liter-

ature

Linguis-
tics

Not Re-
quired At least 65

Above 
Aver-
age

Arabic Language 

Literature 
and Criti-

cism 

Not Re-
quired At least 65

Above 
Aver-
age

Arabic Language 

Sharia and 
Islamic 
Studies

M.A. 
(Islamic 
Studies 
/ Minor 
Special-
ization) Sharia and 

Islamic 
Studies

Quran 
and 

Hadith 

Not Re-
quired At least 65

Above 
Aver-
age

Islamic Studies-Quran 
and Hadith- Interpre-
tation- Hadith- Holy 

Quran and Readings- All 
Specializations with 

PGD at Centre of Islamic 
Studies at Faculty of 
Saria, Umm Al-Qura 

University  

 Belief 
and 

Dawah

Not Re-
quired At least 65

Above 
Aver-
age

Islamic Studies- Be-
lief- Dawah Belief and 
Dawah- Principles of 
Islamic Jurisprudence

Islamic Culture-Is-
lamic Education- All 
Specializations with 

PGD at Centre of Islamic 
Studies at Faculty of 
Saria, Umm Al-Qura 

University.

Principles 
of Islamic 
Jurispru-

dence
Not Re-
quired At least 65

Above 
Aver-
age

Islamic Studies-Juris-
prudence- Principles of 
Islamic Jurisprudence- 
Jurisprudence and its 

Principles-Saria- Com-
parative Jurisprudence- 
All Specializations with 

PGD at Centre of Islamic 
Studies at Faculty of 
Saria, Umm Al-Qura 

University 

Judicial 
Studies

Not Re-
quired At least 65

Above 
Aver-
age

Jurisdiction- Judicial 
Studies- Jurispru-

dence-Shariah- Shariah 
and Law-Legitimate Pol-

icies- Laws (systems), 
by courses- Rights and 

Laws. 
All Specializations with 

PGD at Centre of Islamic 
Studies at Faculty of 
Saria, Umm Al-Qura 

University.
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Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Degree Department
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test 
(GAT)

Grade Accepted Special-
izations

Master 
Programs 

By Cours-
es and 
Thesis 

Psychology

M.A. (Psy-
chology/ 
Criminal 
Psychol-

ogy)
M.A. (Psy-
chology/ 

Counseling 
Psychol-

ogy)
M.A. (Psy-
chology/ 

Psychology 
of Talent 
and Cre-
ativity) 

Psychol-
ogy 

Criminology 

5.3 IELTS
Or

Alternative 
English 
Course

At Least 
10

Very 
Good 

Psychology 
Sociology

Social Service 

Psycholog-
ical Coun-

selling

5.3 IELTS
Or

Alternative 
English 
Course

At Least 
10

Very 
Good

Talent and 
Creativity

 5.3 IELTS
Or

Alternative 
English 
Course

At Least 
10

Very 
Good

Master 
Programs  
by Cours-

es  and 
Research 
Project 

Sociology

Social 
Service 

Master in 
Sociology

Sociol-
ogy -------------

5.3 IELTS
Or

Alternative 
English 
Course

At Least 
10

Above 
Average All Specializations

Information 
Science 

M.A. 
(Information 

Science / 
Information 
Manage-

ment) 

Infor-
mation 
Science

Information 
Management 5.3 IELTS

Or
Alternative 

English 
Course

At Least 
10

Above 
Average

Information Manage-
ment - Information 
Science- Library 

Science-Information 
Technology-Geo-
graphical Informa-
tion System-Man-

agement and 
Tourism- Computer 
sciences- Human 

Resources- Econo-
my- Law- European 
Languages- Media 
and Communica-

tion-
Math and Sta-
tistics- Medical 

Technologies- In-
dustrial Engineer-

ing- All Management 
Branches except 
Educational Man-

agement 
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Faculty of Sciences

Degree Department
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test 
(GAT)

Grade Accepted Special-
izations

Master 
Programs 

Chemistry M.Sc.
(Chemistry)

Chem-
istry

Organic 
Chemistry IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65 Good +

Chemistry- Bio-
chemistry- Physics

By Courses 
and Thesis IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65 Good +

Physical 
Chemistry IELTS 3.5 Good +

Analytical 
Chemistry IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65 Good +
All Specializations of 
Faculty of Sciences- 
All Specializations of 
Medical Facultys- All 

Specializations 
of Faculty of 

Marine Sciences- All 
Specializations of 

Faculty of Metrolo-
gy- Nutrition.

Biology 
Sciences

M.Sc. in 
Biological 
Sciences

Biology 
Scienc-

es

Zoology IELTS 3.5 Good +

Microbiology IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65 Good +

Botany IELTS 3.5 Good +

Genetics IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65 Good +

Mathemat-
ics

M.Sc.
(Mathe-
matics /

Biomathe-
matics)

Mathe-
matics ---------- IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65 Good + Mathematics

Physics

M.Sc. 
(Physics/

Minor Spe-
cialization)

Physics

Nuclear IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65 Good +

Sciences 
(Physics-Mathe-
matics- Physical 

Chemistry- Astron-
omy), Engineering 
(Mechanical- Elec-
tronical- Medical), 

Earth Sciences 
(Geophysics), Marine 
Sciences (Physical 
Marine) Metrology. 

Theory IELTS 3.5 Good +

Solid State IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65 Good +

Laser IELTS 3.5 Good +

Semicon-
ductors and 
Electronics

IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65 Good +

radiobiology IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65 Good +

Statistics M.Sc. in 
Statistics

Statis-
tics ----------- IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65
Very 

Good

Faculty of Sciences 
(Statistics- Mathe-

matics- Computing), 
All Specializations of 
Faculty of Engineer-
ing- All Specializa-
tions of Faculty of 
Architecture and 

Planning- Econom-
ics- Accounting.

Biochem-
istry

M.Sc. in 
Biochem-

istry

Bio-
chem-
istry

----------- IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65 Good +

Biochemistry-Chem-
istry- Biology- Medi-
cal Specializations.

Astronomy 
and Space 
Sciences

M.Sc. in 
Astro-

nomical 
Sciences & 

Space

Astrono-
my and 
Space 

Scienc-
es

Astronomy 
and Space 
Sciences

IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65 Good +

Statistics- Comput-
ers - Astronomy- 
Physics- Mathe-

matics. 



KAU GRADUATE STUDIES M
ANUAL

50

Follow- Faculty of Sciences

Degree Department

Name of 
Aca-

demic 
Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores 

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Spe-

cializations

Ph.D. 
Pro-

grams

Chemistry 
Ph.D. in 
Chem-

istry
Chemistry 

Organic 
Chemistry IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good

Chemistry- 
Biochemistry- 

Physics

Inorganic 
Chemistry IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good

Physical 
Chemistry IELTS 5 Very Good

Analytical 
Chemistry IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good

Biochemistry- 
Chemistry- Bi-
ology- Medical 
SpecializationsBiology 

Sciences

Ph.D. in 
Bio-

logical 
Scienc-

es

Biology 
Sciences

Zoology IELTS 5 	 Very Good

Microbiology IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good

Botany IELTS 5 Very Good

Genetics IELTS 5
At Least 65

Very Good

Mathemat-
ics 

Ph. D. 
(Mathe-
matics)

Mathemat-
ics ---------- IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good Mathematics

Physics 

Ph.D. 
(Phys-

ics/
Minor 

Special-
ization)

Physics

Theoretical 
Physics IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good

Sciences 
(Physics-Mathe-
matics- Physical 

Chemis-
try- Astronomy), 

Engineering 
(Mechani-

cal- Electron-
ical- Medical), 
Earth Sciences 
(Geophysics), 

Marine Sciences 
(Physical Ma-

rine) Metrology.   

Laser 
Physics and 

Spectra
IELTS 5 Very Good

Nuclear 
Physics and 
High Power

IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good

Biophysics 
and Medical 

Physics
IELTS 5 Very Good

Solids and
Condensed 

Matter
IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good

Semiau-
tomatic 

Physics and 
Electronics 

IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good

Nano-Sci-
ences IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good

Energy 
Physics and 
Environment

IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good
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Follow- Faculty of Sciences

Degree Department

Name of 
Aca-

demic 
Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores 

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Spe-

cializations

Ph.D. 
Pro-

grams

Statistics 
Ph.D. in 
Statis-

tics
Statistics ----------- IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good 

Faculty of 
Sciences 

(Statistics- 
Mathematics- 

Computing), All 
Specializations 

of Faculty of 
Engineering- All 
Specializations 

of Faculty of 
Architecture 

and Planning- 
Economics- Ac-

counting. 

Biochem-
istry

Ph.D. in 
Bio-

chem-
istry

Biochem-
istry ----------- IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good 

Biochemis-
try-Chem-

istry- Biolo-
gy- Medical 

Specializations.

Astronomy 
and Space 
Sciences

  Ph.D. ( 
Astron-
omy/ 

Specific 
Special-
ization).

Astronomy 
and Space 
Sciences

Astronomy 
and Space 
Sciences

IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very Good 

Statistics- Com-
puters - Astron-
omy- Physics- 
Mathematics. 
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Faculty of Engineering

Note: Jubail and Yanbu Facultys Graduates are not allowed

Degree Depart-
ment

Name of 
Aca-

demic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language 
Test Scores 

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Specializations

Master 
Pro-
grams 

By 
Cours-
es and 
Thesis

Me-
chanical 
Engi-
neering

M.Sc. in 
Me-
chanical 
Engi-
neering

Me-
chanical 
Engi-
neering

Production 
Engineer-
ing and 
Mechanical 
Systems 
Designing

IELTS 3.5 At Least 65 Good + Applied Engineering- Me-
chanical Designing- Pro-
duction Engineering 

Mechanical 
Power IELTS 3.5 At Least 65 Good +

Indus-
trial 
Engi-
neering 

M.Sc. 
(Indus-
trial 
Engi-
neering 
/ Engi-
neering 
Man-
age-
ment)

Industri-
al Engi-
neering

IELTS 3.5 At Least 65 Good +

Graduates of all Engineer-
ing Faculties and its Majors

 

Elec-
trical 
Engi-
neering 
and 
Com-
puting 

M.Sc. in 
Power & 
Electri-
cal Ma-
chines 
Engi-
neering

Elec-
trical 
Engi-
neering 
and 
Com-
puting

Powerful 
Electrical 
Machinery 

IELTS 3.5 At Least 65 Good +

Medical Engineering-Bio-
medical Engineering- Elec-
trical Engineering- Comput-
er Engineering- Electronics 
Engineering- Mechatronics- 
Medical Physics- Biomedi-
cal Equipment Technology. 

Communi-
cations and 
Electronics

IELTS 3.5 At Least 65 Good +

Computers
IELTS 3.5 At Least 65 Good +

Medical 
Engineering IELTS 3.5 At Least 65 Good +

Chem-
ical 
Engi-
neering 
and Ma-
terials 
Engi-
neering 

M.Sc. 
(Chem-
ical 
Engi-
neering)

Chem-
ical 
Engi-
neering 
and 
Materi-
als Engi-
neering

Materials 
Engineering IELTS 3.5 At Least 65 Good +

Chemical Engineering- 
Mechanical Engineering- 
Nuclear Engineering- Heat 
Engineering. 

Graduates of Chemistry, 
Faculty of Sciences are 
welcomed if They Study by 
English Language. 
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Faculty of Engineering

Note: Jubail and Yanbu Facultys Graduates are not allowed

Degree Depart-
ment

Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Spe-

cializa-
tion

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required En-
glish Language 

Test Scores 

Graduate Aptitude 
Test (GAT) Grade 

Accepted 
Specializa-

tions

Master 
Programs 

By Courses 
and Thesis

Nuclear 
Engi-

neering 

M.Sc. in 
Nuclear 

Engineer-
ing

Nuclear 
Engi-

neering -----------
--------

IELTS 3.5 At Least 65 Good +

All Engi-
neering 

Specializa-
tions-Phys-
ics- Math-

emat-
ics-Chemis-
try- Applied 

Physics- 
Applied 
Medical 

Sciences- 
Computer 
Sciences.

Aviation 
and 

Space 
Engi-

neering

M.Sc. in 
Aviation 

Engineer-
ing

Aviation 
and 

Space 
Engi-

neering

-----------
--------- IELTS 3.5 At Least 65 Good +

All Engi-
neering 

Specializa-
tions-Phys-
ics- Math-

emat-
ics-Chem-

istry

Mining 
Engi-

neering 

M. Sc. in 
Mining En-
gineering

Mining 
Engi-

neering -----------
----------

IELTS 3.5 At Least 65 Good +

Mining En-
gineering- 
Chemical 
Engineer-
ing- Civil 
Engineer-
ing- Geol-

ogy. 

Master  
Programs by 

Cours-
es  and 

Research 
Project

Civil 
Engi-

neering 
and 

Environ-
ment

M.Sc. (Civil 
Engineer-
ing / Minor 
Specializa-

tion)

Civil 
Engi-

neering 

Building IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very 
Good

Civil Engi-
neering

Construc-
tions IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very 

Good

Earth 
Technol-

ogy
IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very 

Good

Water Re-
sources IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very 

Good

Environ-
ment IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very 

Good

Transport IELTS 5 At Least 65 Very 
Good
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Follow-Faculty of Engineering

Note: Jubail and Yanbu Facultys Graduates are not Accepted

Degree Department
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test Scores 

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Special-

izations

Ph.D. 
Pro-

grams

Civil Engi-
neering and 
Environment 

Doctor of 
Philoso-
phy [Civil 

Engineering / 
Minor Field ]

Civil Engi-
neering

Building IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65

Very 
Good

Civil Engineering 
(Constructions- Earth 

Technology-En-
vironment- Water 

Resources- Transport- 
Building. 

Con-
struc-
tions

IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65

Very 
Good

Earth 
Technol-

ogy
IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65
Very 

Good

Water 
Re-

sources
IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65
Very 

Good

Environ-
ment IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65
Very 

Good

Trans-
port IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65
Very 

Good

Heat 
Engineering 
and Water 

Desalination 
Technology 

Ph. D. ( 
Mechanical 
Engineering 
/ Mechanical 
Power En-
gineering & 

Desalination)

Mechan-
ical Engi-
neering

Me-
chanical 
Power 

and 
Water 
Desali-
nation.

IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65

Very 
Good

Gained MSc in the 
following: Engineering 

of Mechanical 
Power- Mechanical 

Engineering-Chemical 
Engineering 

Mechanical 
Engineering

Ph.D. 
(Mechanical 
Engineering / 
Specific Spe-

cialization)

Mechan-
ical Engi-
neering

Me-
chanical 
Design-

ing 

IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65

Very 
Good

BSc in Mechani-
cal Engineering + 
MSc in One of the 

Following: Mechanical 
Engineering, Industrial 
Engineering or Avia-

tion Engineering. 

Applied 
Mechan-

ics
IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65
Very 

Good

Materials 
Manu-

facturing 
IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65
Very 

Good

Mining Engi-
neering 

Ph. D. 
(Mining Engi-

neering

Mining 
Engineer-

ing

----------
--------- IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65
Very 

Good

Mining Engineer-
ing- Civil Engi-

neering-Chemical 
Engineering- Geology 
Engineering- Mineral 

Wealth- Rocks- Water 
Geology-Oil Geology 
and Deposits- Con-

struction Geology-Re-
mote Sensing- Geo-
physics- Chemistry. 
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Follow-Faculty of Engineering

Note: Jubail and Yanbu Facultys Graduates are not Accepted

Degree Department
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test Scores 

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Special-

izations

Ph.D. 
Pro-

grams

Electrical 
Engineering 

and Computer 
Engineering

Ph.D. 
(Electrical & 
Computer 

Engineering / 
specific spe-
cialization) 

Electrical 
Engineer-
ing and 

Computer 
Engineer-

ing

Electrical 
Ma-

chinery 
Power

IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65

Very 
Good

Power and Machinery 
Engineering- Elec-

tronics Engineering- 
Communication En-
gineering- Computer 
Engineering- Medical 

Engineering. 

Micronics Engineer-
ing- Control Engineer-
ing-Physics- Applied 

Mathematics. 

Electron-
ics and 

Commu-
nication

IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65

Very 
Good

Comput-
er Engi-
neering

IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65

Very 
Good

Medical 
Engi-

neering
IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65
Very 

Good

Chemical 
Engineering

h.D.(Chem-
ical  Engi-
neering)

Chemical 
Engineer-

ing
--------- IELTS 3.5 At Least 

65
Very 

Good

Chemical Engineering- 
Heat and Mechanical 

Engineering- Mini

Aviation and 
Space Engi-

neering

Ph.D. in 
Aerospace 
Engineering

Aviation 
and 

Space 
Engineer-

ing

--------- IELTS 3.5 At Least 
65

Very 
Good

Aviation Engineering-
Aviation and Space
Engineering- Me-

chanical
Engineering- Electrical
Engineering- Mining

Engineering- Industrial
Engineering- Civil

Engineering- Chemical
Engineering- Nuclear
Engineering- Physics-

Chemistry- Mathe-
matics

Computing.
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Faculty of Medicine 

Degree Depart-
ment 

Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Spe-
cial-

ization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores 

Grad-
uate 

Aptitude 
Test 

(GAT)

Grade Accepted Specializations

Master 
Programs 

By Courses 
and Thesis 

Clinical 
Biochem-

istry 

M.Sc. in 
Clinical 

Biochem-
istry

Clinical 
Biochem-

istry

-------
-------
-----

IELTS 5 At Least 
65

Above 
Average

Medicine and Surgery- 
Pharmacology- Medical 

Technology- Clinical 
Nutrition- Dentistry- De-
partment of Biochemistry 
with (Very Good Grade)

Clinical 
Physiology 

Master 
physiology Physiology -------------

------
N/A ---------------- Good Medicine and Surgery

Medical 
Microor-
ganisms  

MSC 
Medical 

Microbiol-
ogy

Microor-
ganisms  

-------------

------
N/A ---------------- Good Medicine and Surgery

Clinical 
Anatomy 

MASTER OF MED-

ICAL SCIENCES 

(ANATOMY)

 Anatomy -------------

------ 
N/A ---------------- Good Medicine and Surgery

Clinical 
Pharma-
cology 

M.Sc. 
(Clinical 
Pharma-
cology)  

Pharmacol-
ogy

-------
-------
-----

IELTS 3.5 ----------------

Above 
Average 
Medicine 
and Phar-
macology 
Graduates 

Very Good 
for Bio-

chemistry 
Graduates 

Medicine- Pharmacolo-
gy- Biochemistry

Medical 
Education

Master of 
Medical 
Sciences 
( Medical 

Education )

Medical 
Education

-------
-------
-----

IELTS 3.5 ----------------

Good for 
Physicians

Very Good 
for all 

Medical 
Special-
izations 

All Medical Specializa-
tions

Com-
munity 

Medicine

M.Sc. ( 
Public 
Health/ 

Epidemi-
ology and 
Biostatis-

tics)

General 
Health 

Epi-
demi-
ology 
and 
Bio-

statis-
tics

IELTS 5 ----------------

Above 
Average  

Or
Physicians 
with High 

Pass
are only 

Accepted 

Medicine- Dentistry- 
Pharmacology-

Applied Medical Scienc-
es- Nursing

Hereditary 
Diseases 

M.Sc.
(Human 

Genetics\
Minor 

Specializa-
tion) 

Human 
Genetics

Hu-
man 
Mo-

lecular 
Ge-

netics

IELTS 3.5 ----------------

Medicine and Surgery with (Good) 
grade and not less than (Very Good) in 

Specialization BSc courses

Those with BSc from Faculty of 
Applied Medical Sciences, Faculty of 
Pharmacology, Faculty of Nursing and 

Faculty of Sciences in Biology with 
(Very Good) grade.

Ge-
netic 
Guid-
ance 

IELTS 3.5 ----------------

Medicine and Surgery with (Good) 
Grade and not less than (Very Good) in 

Specialization BSc courses

BSc in Nursing with (Very Good) grade 
only.
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Faculty of Medicine 

Degree Depart-
ment 

Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Spe-
cial-

ization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores 

Grad-
uate 

Aptitude 
Test 

(GAT)

Grade Accepted Specializations

Master  
Programs 

by Courses  
and 

Research 
Project

Medicine 
and 

Surgery of 
Nose, Ear, 

Throat, 
Head and 

Nick

Master of 
medical 

sciences ( 
Otorhino-
laryngol-
ogy, head 
and neck 
surgery)

Medi-
cine and 

Surgery of 
Nose, Ear, 

Throat, 
Head and 

Nick

N/A --------------

Good +

Physicians 
with (Very 

Good) 
grade 

are only 
accepted

Medicine and Surgery 

(Finished the Internship)  

written Statement of 
purpose

Ph.D. 
Programs

Clinical 
Pharma-
cology

Ph. D.  
(PHARMA-
COLOGY)

Pharmacol-
ogy N/A At least 

65 Very Good Medicine and Pharma-
cology

Clinical 
Physiology

Ph.D. ( 
Physiol-

ogy)
Physiology N/A At least 

65 Very Good Medicine and Surgery

Clinical 
Anatomy

Ph.D. 
(ANATO-

MY)
Anatomy N/A At least 

65 Very Good

Medicine and Surgery 
with (Good) grade and 

MSc in Medical Sciences 
(Anatomy)
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Faculty of Earth Sciences

Degree Department 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores 

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test 
(GAT)

Grade Accepted Spe-
cializations

Master 
Programs 

By Cours-
es and 
Thesis 

Mineral 
Resources 
and Rocks

M.Sc. in 
Mineralogical 
Resources & 

Rocks

Mineral 
Resources 
and Rocks

Metal Dis-
covery IELTS 3.5 At least 

65
Very 

Good 

All Departments 
of Faculty of 

Earth Sciences 

Economic 
Geology IELTS 3.5 At least 

65 Good 
Departments of 
Faculty of Earth 

Sciences

Engineering 
Geology 
and Envi-
ronment 

M.Sc. in 
Engineering 

Geology

Engineering 
Geology 
and Envi-
ronment

Engi-
neering 
Geology

IELTS 3.5 At least 
65 Good 

Departments of 
Faculty of Earth 
Sciences- Engi-

neering 

Hydroge-
ology IELTS 3.5 At least 

65
Above 

Average

Departments of 
Faculty of Earth 
Sciences- Engi-

neering 

Hydrogeol-
ogy

M.Sc. (Hy-
drogeology)

Hydrogeol-
ogy

------------
------- IELTS 3.5 At least 

65
Above 

Average

Departments of 
Faculty of Earth 
Sciences- Water 

Sciences and 
Management- 

Marine Geology

Petroleum 
Geology 

and Sedi-
mentation 
(deposits)

M. Sc. 
(Petroleum 

Geology and 
Sedimentol-

ogy)

Petroleum 
Geology 

and Sedi-
mentation

------------
-------- IELTS 3.5 At least 

65
Above 

Average

Departments of 
Faculty of Earth 

Sciences

Building 
Geolo-
gy and 
Remote 
Sensing

M. Sc. 
(Structural 
Geology 

and Remote 
Sensing)

Building 
Geology 

and Remote 
Sensing

------------
-------- IELTS 3.5 At least 

65
Above 

Average

Departments of 
Faculty of Earth 

Sciences

Geophysics M.Sc.(Geo-
physics) Geophysics ------------

-------- IELTS 5 At least 
65

Above 
Average

Departments of 
Faculty of Earth 

Sciences- Marine 
Physics- Physics

Ph.D. 
Programs

Mineral 
Resources 
and Rocks

PhD in 
Mineral 

Resources 
and Rocks

Mineral 
Resources 
and Rocks

------------
-------- IELTS 5 At least 

65
Very 

Good

Departments of 
Faculty of Earth 

Sciences

Hydrogeol-
ogy

Ph.D. in Hy-
drogeology

Hydrogeol-
ogy

------------
-------- IELTS 5 At least 

65
Very 

Good

Petroleum 
Geology 

and Sedi-
mentation 
(deposits)

Ph. D. 
(Petroleum 

Geology and  
Sedimentol-

ogy)

Geology 
and Sedi-
mentation 
(deposits)

------------
-------- IELTS 5 At least 

65
Very 

Good

Building 
Geolo-
gy and 
Remote 
Sensing

Ph.D. (Struc-
tural Geology 
and Remote 

Sensing)

Building 
Geology 

and Remote 
Sensing

------------
-------- IELTS 5 At least 

65
Very 

Good

Geophysics Ph.D.(Geo-
physics) Geophysics ------------

-------- IELTS 5 At least 
65

Very 
Good
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Faculty of Metrology, Environment and Arid Land Agriculture

Degree Depart-
ment 

Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English Lan-
guage Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Special-

izations

Master 
Programs 

By 
Courses 

and 
Thesis

Metrol-
ogy 

M.Sc. 
(Meteorol-

ogy)

Metrol-
ogy

--------------
------- IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Above 

Average

Departments of 
Faculty of Metrology 
– Agriculture- Engi-

neering- Computers- 
Sciences 

Arid 
Land 
Agri-

culture

Master of 
Science in 
Arid Land 
Agricul-

ture

Arid 
Land 

Agricul-
ture

Horticulture IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Above 
Average

Natural 
Materials IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Above 

Average

Animal 
Production IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Above 

Average

Crops 
Protection IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Above 

Average

Field crops IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Above 
Average

Soil Science IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Above 
Average

Agricultural 
Extension IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Above 

Average

Envi-
ron-

mental 
Scienc-

es 

  (Envi-
ronmental 
Sciences) 

M.Sc.

Environ-
mental 
Scienc-

es

--------------
------- IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Above 

Average

Environmental 
Sciences, or related 

major 

Water 
Re-

sourc-
es 

Scienc-
es and 
Man-
age-
ment)

M.Sc. (H 
ydrology 

and Water 
Resources 
Manage-

ment )

Water 
Re-

sources 
Scienc-
es and 
Man-
age-
ment)

--------------
------- IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Above 

Average

Departments of 
Faculty of Metrology, 

Environment and 
Arid Land Agriculture 

(Water Resources 
Sciences and Man-

agement)-Metrology- 
Arid Land Agricul-

ture- Environmental 
Sciences)- Civil 

Engineering-Hydro-
geology- Mathemat-

ics-Physics

Ph.D. 
Programs

Arid 
Land 
Agri-

culture

Doctor of 
Philos-
ophy in 

Arid Land 
Agricul-

ture/Minor

Arid 
Land 

Agricul-
ture-

Horticulture IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good

Relevant Specializa-
tion to Agriculture

Natural 
Materials IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good

Animal 
Production IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good

Crops 
Protection IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good

Field Crops IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good

Soil Science IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good
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Faculty of Metrology, Environment and Arid Land Agriculture

Degree Depart-
ment 

Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English Lan-
guage Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Special-

izations

Ph.D. 
Programs

Envi-
ron-

mental 
Scienc-

es

Ph.D. in 
Environ-
mental 

Sciences          

Environ-
mental 
Scienc-

es

Healthy 
Work Envi-

ronment
At least 65 Very Good

Relevant Specializa-
tion to Environmental 

Sciences

Food 
Hygiene and 

Safety
IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good

Relevant Specializa-
tion to Environmental 

Sciences

Water 
Pollution At least 65 Very Good

Relevant Specializa-
tion to Environmental 

Sciences

Air and 
Metrology 
Pollution

IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good
Relevant Specializa-
tion to Environmental 

Sciences

Metrol-
ogy

Ph.D. 
(Meteorol-

ogy)

Metrol-
ogy ------------- IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good

Metrology- Physics- 
Mathematics- Com-

puting- Relevant 
Specialization to 
Metrology, with 

Published Scientific 
Research’s in the 
Field of Metrology

Water 
Re-

sourc-
es 

Scienc-
es and 
Man-
age-
ment

Ph.D. ( 
Hydrology 
and Water 
Resources 
Manage-

ment / 
Minor 

Special-
ization )

Water 
Re-

sources 
Scienc-
es and 
Man-
age-
ment

Surface 
Water IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good

Water Resources 
Sciences and 

Management- Civil 
Engineering- Hydro-

geology

Water 
Re-

sourc-
es 

Scienc-
es and 
Man-
age-
ment

Ph.D. ( 
Hydrology 
and Water 
Resources 
Manage-

ment / 
Minor 

Special-
ization )

Water 
Re-

sources 
Scienc-
es and 
Man-
age-
ment

Under-
ground 
Water 

(aquifer)

IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good

Water Resources 
Sciences and 

Management- Civil 
Engineering- Hydro-

geology

Hydrology IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good

Statistics 
Hydrology  IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good 

Irriga-
tion and 
Drainage 
(Sewage)

IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good 

Water 
Resources 
Manage-

ment

IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good 

Urban 
Hydrology IELTS 5 At least 65 Very Good 
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Faculty of Marine Sciences

Degree Department
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Special-

izations

Master 
Programs 

By Courses 
and Thesis

Marine 
Wildlife 

(Aquacul-
ture)

M.Sc. in 
Marine 
Biology

 Marine 
Wildlife 
(Aqua-
culture)

-----------
----- IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Good +

Departments of 
Marine Sciences-Bi-
ology- Biochemistry 

Marine Geo-
physics 

M.Sc. in 
Marine 
Physics

Marine 
Geo-
phys-

ics 

-----------
----- IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Good +

Departments of Ma-
rine Sciences- Phys-

ics- Geophysics

Marine 
Chemistry 

M.Sc. in 
Marine 

Chemistry

Marine 
Chem-

istry

-----------
----- IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Good +

Departments of 
Marine Scienc-

es-Chemistry- Marine 
Chemistry

Marine Geology 

M.Sc. in 
Marine 

Geology

Marine 
Geol-
ogy 

---------------
-------- IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Good +

Departments of 
Marine Sciences- 

Departments of Earth 
Sciences

Ph.D. 
Programs

Marine 
Wildlife 

(Aquacul-
ture)

Ph.D. 
(Marine 
Biology)

Marine 
Wildlife 
(Aqua-
culture)

---------------
-------- IELTS 5 At least 65 Very 

Good

Marine Wildlife 
(Aquaculture)- Gener-
al Biology- Biochem-
istry- Environmental 
Sciences with Minor 

majors in Biology 
Sciences

Marine Geo-
physics

Ph.D. 
(Marine 
Physics)

Marine 
Geo-
phys-

ics

---------------
-------- IELTS 5 At least 65 Very 

Good

Marine Geophysics- 
Marine Sciences- 

Mathematics- Phys-
ics- Mechanical 

Engineering or Civil 
Engineering- Earth 

Sciences

Marine 
Chemistry

Ph.D.( Marine 

Chemistry)

Marine 
Chem-

istry

---------------
-------- IELTS 5 At least 65 Very 

Good

Marine Chemistry- 
Marine Geophys-

ics- Marine Wildlife 
(Aquaculture)- Marine 

Geology- Environ-
mental Scienc-

es- Mathematical 
X- Chemistry- Biolo-
gy- Physics- Remote 
Sensing- Chemical 

Engineering- Industri-
al Engineering

Marine 
Geology

Ph.D. 
(Marine 

Geology)

Marine 
Geol-
ogy

---------------
-------- IELTS 5 At least 65 Very 

Good

1-	Marine Geology
2-	Marine Chemistry

3-	Marine Geophysics 
4-	Marine Wildlife 

(Aquaculture) 
5-	Earth Sciences

The acceptance in 2 
and 5 is based on the 

approval of the de-
partment. Also, suc-
cessful completion 

of the supplementary 
courses decided by 
the department be-
fore PhD registration 



KAU GRADUATE STUDIES M
ANUAL

62

Faculty of Architecture and Planning 

Degree Depart-
ment 

Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English Lan-
guage Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Spe-

cializations

Master 
Programs 

By Courses 
and Thesis

Urban 
and 

Regional 
Planning 

Master of 
Urban and 
Regional 
Planning 

Urban and 
Regional 
Planning 

----------
----------

-----
IELTS 4 At least 

65
Very 

Good 

Environmental 
Design- Civil 
Engineering 

Architec-
ture 

 Master of 
Architecture Architecture

----------
----------

-----
IELTS 4 At least 

65
Above 

Average

Architecture- Ur-
ban and Regional 
Planning- Interior 

Design

Ph.D. 
Programs

Urban 
and 

Regional 
Planning

Ph.D. 
(Urban and 
Regional 
Planning)

Urban and 
Regional 
Planning

----------
----------

-----
IELTS 5 At least 

65
Very 

Good 

Urban and 
Regional Plan-
ning- Architec-

ture- Architecture 
of Environ-

ment- Geomat-
ics- Geographic 

Information 
System (Academ-

ic Knowledge 
Only)-

Engineering 
Roads and Trans-
port- Geography 

of Cities (Aca-
demic Knowledge 

Only)
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Faculty of Dentistry 

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Special-
ization

Re-
quired 
English 

Lan-
guage 
Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test 
(GAT)

Grade Accepted Specializations

Master 
Programs 

By Courses 
and Thesis

Pae-
diatric 

Dentistry 

Master of 
Science in 
Paediatric 
Dentistry

Dentistry 
Ped-

odontics 
Dentistry

IELTS 6 ---------
----

Very 
Good 

Applicant must hold 
BDS in Dentistry from 
Saudi university or any 
university recognized in 

Saudi Arabia 

Ortho-
dontia

M.Sc.
(Dentistry / 
Orthodon-

tics)

Dentistry Ortho-
dontia IELTS 6 ---------

----
Very 

Good 

Dentistry and Dental 
Surgery plus Intern Doctor     
in Dental and Oral Surgery

End-
odontic 
Treat-
ment 
and 

Filling 

M.Sc.    ( 
Dentistry / 
Endodo-

nitcs)

Dentistry Endodon-
tic IELTS ---------

----
Very 

Good Dentistry 

Maxil-
lofacial 

Sciences

M.Sc (Den-
tistry-Prost-
hodontics)

Dentistry 
and Dental 

Surgery

Prostho-
dontics IELTS 6 ---------

----

Above 
Aver-
age

Applicant must hold 
BDS in Dentistry from 
Saudi university or any 
university recognized in 

Saudi Arabia

Master  
Programs by 
Courses  and 

Research 
Project

Pae-
diatric 

Sciences 

M.Sc. 
(Dentistry / 
Paediatric 
Dentistry)

Dentistry 
Ped-

odontics 
Dentistry

IELTS 6 ---------
----

Very 
Good 

Applicant must hold 
BDS in Dentistry from 
Saudi university or any 
university recognized in 

Saudi Arabia

Ph.D. Pro-
grams

Pae-
diatric 

Dentistry

Ph.D. 
(Paediatric 
Dentistry) 

Paediatric 
Dentistry

-----------
----------- N/A ---------

----
Very 

Good 

MSc in Dentistry from 
Saudi university or any 
university recognized in 

Saudi Arabia
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Faculty of Applied Medical Sciences

Degree 
Depart-
ment 

Name of 
Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-
tion

Required 
English Lan-
guage Test 
Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 
Test (GAT)

Grade Accepted Specializations

Master 
Programs 
By Cours-

es and 
Thesis

Medical 
Labo-
ratory 

Technol-
ogy 

M.Sc. 
(Medical 

Laboratory 
Technology 
/ Minor spe-
cialization) 

Medical 
Labo-
ratory 

Technol-
ogy

Microbiol-
ogy IELTS 4.5 -----------

Above 
Aver-
age

All specializations at 
the Faculty of Applied 
Medical Sciences (plus 

one-year experience 
after the Intern Doctor in 
Diagnostic Laboratory 

recognized by the 
faculty)- Microbiology 
and Biochemistry from 

Faculty of Sciences with 
three-year experience 

the minimum) 

Hematol-
ogy IELTS 4.5 -----------

Above 
Aver-
age

Clinical 
Chemistry 
Sciences

IELTS 4 -----------

Above 
Aver-
age

Diag-
nostic 

Radiolo-
gy Tech-

nique 

M.Sc. 
(Radiologic 
Sciences / 
Minor Spe-
cialization)

Diagnostic 

Radiology 

Technique

------------
-------- IELTS 5 -----------

Above 
Aver-
age

Applied Medical 
Sciences (Diagnostic 

Radiology) – 
Medicine and Surgery

Faculty of Nursing 

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English 

Language Test 
Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Special-

izations

Master 
Programs 
By Cours-

es and 
Thesis

Nursing 

M.Sc.
(Nursing/

Minor 
Specializa-

tion)

Nursing

Surgery 
and 

Internal 
Medicine 

IELTS 5 At least 
65

Above 
Average

BSc in Nursing 

 Maternity 
(Gynae-
cology)

IELTS 5 At least 
65

Above 
Average

Nursing 
Adminis-

tration
IELTS 5 At least 

65
Above 

Average

Psychi-
atry and 
Mental 
Health

IELTS 5 At least 
65

Above 
Average

Faculty of Medical Rehabilitation Sciences

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Specialization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade 

Accepted 
Specializa-

tions

Master 
Programs 
By Cours-

es and 
Thesis

Physical 
Therapy 

M. Sc.  
(Physical 
Therapy)

Physical 
Therapy

-------------
------ IELTS 4 At least 

65
BSc in Phys-
ical Therapy
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Faculty of Pharmacy 

Degree 
Depart-

ment Name of 
Academic Degree

Major 
Specialization

Minor 
Spe-
cial-

ization

Required 
English Lan-
guage Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade 

Accepted 
Specializa-

tions

Master 
Programs 

By Courses 
and Thesis

Pharma-
ceutics

Master of Science 
in Pharmaceutics Pharmaceutics

-------
-------
--------

IELTS 4 At least 65 Very 
Good 

Pharmacy 
(Graduates 

no more five 
years)

Natural 
Prod-
ucts

Master in Natural 
Product

Natural Prod-
ucts

-------
-------
--------

IELTS 5 At least 65 Very 
Good 

Pharmacy 
(Pharmacy 
graduates 

only)

Pharma-
ceutical 
Chem-

istry

M. Sc. ( Pharma-
ceutical Chemistry/ 

Molecular Drug 
Discovery and 
Development)

Pharmaceuti-
cal Chemistry

Dis-
covery 

and 
Mo-

lecular 
De-

velop-
ment

IELTS 4.5 At least 65 Very 
Good 

BSc in Phar-
macy- BSc 

in Pharmacy 
Sciences- 
Pharm. D 

status 

Pharma-
cology 

and Tox-
icology 

M.Sc. (Pharmacolo-
gy and Toxicology)

Pharmacology 
and Toxicology

-------
-------
--------

IELTS 4 At least 65 Very 
Good 

 Recognized 
Pharmacy 
Graduates 

or Medicine 
Graduates 
from Saudi 
Arabia or 
Abroad 
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 Faculty of Computing and Information Technology

 Degree
Depart-
 ment

 Name of
 Academic

Degree

 Major
Specializa-

tion

 Minor
Spe-

cializa-
tion

 Required
 English

 Language
 Test

Scores

 Graduate
 Aptitude

 Test
)(GAT

 Grade Accepted Specializations

 Master
Pro-

 grams
 By

 Courses
 and

Thesis

Com-
 puter

Science

 M.Sc. 
 Computer
 Science

 Computer
Science

--------
-------

----
IELTS 4  At least

65
 Very

 Good
 Computer Science- Computer
 Engineering from a faculty of

 computing- Information Systems
 from a faculty of computing-

 Information Technology from a
 faculty of computing- Electrical

 -)Engineering (Medical
Electrical Engineering (Com� 
 puter)- Electrical Engineering

 (Electronic and Communication
)Engineering

Infor-
 mation

 Systems

 M.Sc.
 (Computer

Infor-
 mation
)Systems

Infor-
 mation
Systems

--------
-------

----
IELTS 4  At least

65
 Very

 Good

Infor-
 mation
Technol-

ogy

M.Sc. (In-
 formation
Technolo-
 gy/Minor
Special-
)ization

Informa-
tion Tech-

nology

--------
-------

----
IELTS 3.5  At least

65
 Very

 Good

 Ph.D.
Pro-

grams

Com-
 puter

Science

 Ph.D. (
 Computer
) Science

 Computer
Science

--------
-------

----
IELTS 5  At least

65
 Very

 Good

 Applicant must obtain BSc from
 a scientific faculty in sciences
 or engineering, plus MSc in

 computer science or computer
engineering or (information tech-
 nology or information systems

 )from a computer faculty

Infor-
 mation

 Systems

 Ph.D. in
 Computer

Infor-
 mation
Systems

Infor-
 mation
Systems

--------
-------

----
IELTS 5  At least

65
 Very

 Good

 MSc in one of the following:
 Computer Science, Information

Systems, Information Tech-
 Software Engineering, ,nology

 Computer Engineering, Artificial
 Intelligence, Decision Support
Systems, or Management Infor-

)mation Systems (Computing

Infor-
 mation
Technol-

ogy

Ph. D. (In-
 formation
Technol-

)ogy

Informa-
tion Tech-

nology

--------
-------

----
IELTS 5  At least

65
 Very

 Good

Information Technology- Com-
puter Science- Information Sys-

 tems from faculties of computer-
 Computer Engineering- Software

 Engineering from faculties of
engineering
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Faculty of Human Sciences and Design

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 
Academ-
ic Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specialization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test 
(GAT)

Grade Accepted Specializations

Master 
Pro-

grams 
By 

Cours-
es and 
Thesis

Fashion 
and 

Textile 

( Fashion 
and 

Textile 
/ Minor 
Special-
ization ) 
M. Sc.

Fashion 
and 

Textile

Fashion 
Design IELTS 3.5 At least 

65
Very 

Good 
Fashion and Textile- Art 

and Design
  Fashion and Textile- Fam-

ily Science Departments 
Economics and Manage-

ment (Marketing)
All Scientific Specializa-

tions

Garment 
Industry IELTS 3.5 At least 

65
Very 

Good 

Child-
hood 

Studies 

M.Ed. 
(Child-
hood 

Studies/
Minor 

Special-
ization)

Child-
hood 

Studies 

Teaching and 
Learning in 
Early Child-

hood 

IELTS 3.5 At least 
65

Above 
Average

All Specializations 

Early 
Childhood 
Leadership

IELTS 3.5 At least 
65

Above 
Average

Talent and 
Acumen in 
Early Child-

hood 

IELTS 3.5 At least 
65

Above 
Average

Difficulties 
in Early 

Childhood 
Learning 

IELTS 3.5 At least 
65

Above 
Average

Food 
and Nu-
trition 

( Food 
and Nu-
trition / 

Nutritionl 
Sciences  
) M. Sc.

Food and 
Nutrition

 Nutrition 
Science IELTS 3.5 At least 

65
Very 

Good 

1.Food and Nutrition 
from faculties of Home 

Economics
2.Clinical Nutrition from 
the Faculty of Applied 

Medical Sciences
3.Biochemistry from the 

Faculty of Sciences

Family 
Science

M. Sc. 
(Family 
Scienc-

es)

Family 
Science

-------------
----- IELTS 3.5 At least 

65
Very 

Good 

Educational Home Eco-
nomics- Family Science- 
Childhood Studies- Food 
and Nutrition- Clothing 
and Textile-Housekeep-
ing and Organizations 

Management- Sociology- 
Physiology  

Interior 
Design 

and Fur-
niture 

(Interior 
Design 

and 
Furniture 
/ Spatial 
Design ) 
M. Sc.

Housing Hollow   
Design IELTS 3.5 At least 

65
Above 

Average

Interior Design and Furni-
ture from KAU or relevant 

faculties 
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Faculty of Human Sciences and Design 

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Special-

izations

Master  
Pro-

grams by 
Courses  

and 
Research 
Project

Clothing 
and 

Textile

( Fashion 
and Textile / 
Minor Spe-
cialization ) 

M. Sc.

Clothing 
and 

Textile ------------
-------- IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Very Good 

-Fashion and Textile- 
Art and Design

  Fashion and Textile- 
Family Science 
Departments 

-Economics and 
Management (Mar-

keting)
All Scientific Special-

izations 

Childhood 
Studies 

------------
-------- IELTS 3.5 At least 65 Above 

Average All Specializations

Ph.D. 
Pro-

grams

Clothing 
and 

Textile

Ph.D.( Cloth-
ing &Textile 
/ Minor Spe-
cialization)

Clothing 
and 

Textile

Fashion 
Design IELTS 4 At least 65 Very Good 

Clothing and Textile 
or similar from foreign 
universities for Saudi 
Teaching Assistants 

and Lecturers 

Garment 
Industry IELTS 4 At least 65 Very Good 

Clothing and Textile 
or similar from foreign 
universities for Saudi 
Teaching Assistants 

and Lecturers

Faculty of Educational Graduate Studies 

Degree Depart-
ment 

Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English Lan-
guage Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)

Grade Accepted Spe-
cializations

Master 
Programs 
By Cours-

es and 
Thesis

Educa-
tional 

Technol-
ogy

M.Ed. 
(Instructional 
Technology)

Education 
Education-
al Technol-

ogy
IELTS 3.5 At least 65

(Good) 
in Major 
Special-
ization 

(Very 
Good) 
in BA 

courses 

All Specializa-
tions 

Educa-
tional 

Adminis-
tration 

Master of 
Education

Educa-
tional 

Adminis-
tration

Education-
al Leader-

ship

IELTS 3.5 or 
Alternative 

English 
Course

At least 65

Special 
Educa-

tion  

 Special Edu-
cation M.E.d

 Educa-
tion  

Special 
Education  

IELTS 3.5 or 
Alternative 

English 
Course

At least 65

Peda-
gogy

M.Ed ( 
Foundation 

of Education/ 
Islamic Edu-

cation)

Pedagogy Islamic 
Education

IELTS 3.5 or 
Alternative 

English 
Course

At least 65

Educa-
tional 

Psychol-
ogy 

M.Ed. ( 
Educational 
Psychology /
Guidance and 
Educational 
Counseling) 

Educa-
tional 

Psychol-
ogy

Guidance 
and Coun-

selling
IELTS 3.5 At least 65

Master  
Programs 

by Courses  
and 

Research 
Project

Educa-
tional 

Technol-
ogy

M.Ed. 
(Instructional 
Technology)

Education 
Education-
al Technol-

ogy

IELTS 3.5 or 
Alternative 

English 
Course

At least 65 (Good) 
in Major 
Special-
ization 

(Very 
Good) 
in BA 

courses

All Specializa-
tions

Educa-
tional 

Adminis-
tration  

M.Ed. 
(Educational 
Administra-

tion  )

Educa-
tional 

Adminis-
tration  

-------------
--------

IELTS 3.5 or 
Alternative 

English 
Course

At least 65

Guidance 
and 

Counsel-
ling

M.Ed. 
(Educational 
Guidance & 
counseling)

Guidance 
and 

Counsel-
ling

-------------
--------

IELTS 3.5 or 
Alternative 

English 
Course

At least 65
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Faculty of Educational Graduate Studies

De-
gree 

De-
part-
ment 

Name of 
Aca-

demic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Spe-

cializa-
tion

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores

Grad-
uate 
Apti-
tude 
Test 

(GAT)

Grade Accepted Specializations

Ph.D. 
Pro-

grams

Educa-
tional 
Tech-
nology

Ph.D.  ( 
Edu-

cation  
Technol-

ogy )

Educa-
tional 

Technol-
ogy

--------
--------

----
IELTS 5 At least 

65
Very 

Good

MSc in the following: Educational 
Technology, Electronic Education, 

Computer in Education, Communica-
tion, and Information Technology in 

Education 
MSc in the following: Computer 

Science, Information Technology, 
Information Systems and Comput-
er Engineering. Besides, acquiring 

of Educational Preparation and 
successful passing of some courses, 
decided by the Department based on 
the specialization. The completion of 
these courses is a prerequisite of the 
registration for the PhD programme.   

Educa-
tional 
Psy-

cholo-
gy

Ph.D.( 
Educa-
tion /
Psy-

cholog-
ical and 
Educa-
tional 
Coun-
seling)

Educa-
tion 

Guid-
ance 
and 

Coun-
selling

IELTS 5 At least 
65

Very 
Good

MSc in one of Psychology special-
izations 

Rabigh Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Degree 
Depart-

ment 

Name of 
Aca-

demic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language Test 
Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Special-

izations

Master 
Programs 

By Courses 
and Thesis

Mathe-
matics

M.Sc. 
(Mathe-
matics)

Mathe-
matics

-------------
-------- IELTS 3.5 At least 65

Above 
Aver-
age

Departments of Math-
ematics at Faculties of 
Sciences, Faculty of 

Education and Teacher 
Facultys
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Faculty of Engineering- Rabigh

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Specializations

Master 
Programs 

By 
Courses 

and 
Thesis

Electrical 
Engi-

neering 

Master of 
Science 

(Electrical 
Engineering)

Electrical 
Engineer-

ing

---------
---------

----
IELTS 4 At least 65 Very 

Good 

BSc in Electrical Engi-
neering- 

BSc in Electrical Power 
and Machinery Engi-

neering- 
BSc in Computer Engi-

neering-
BSc in Electronics 

and Communication 
Engineering- 

Chemical 
Engi-

neering 

M. Sc. 
(Chemical 

Engineering)

Chemical 
Engineer-

ing

---------
---------

----
IELTS 4 At least 65

Above 
Aver-
age

BSc in Chemical Engi-
neering- 

BSc in Polymers Engi-
neering- 

BSc in Materials Engi-
neering- 

BSc in Petrochemical 
Engineering- 

Master  
Programs 

by 
Courses  

and 
Research 
Project

Mechan-
ical Engi-
neering 

M. Sc. 
(Mechanical 
Engineering)

Mechan-
ical Engi-
neering

---------
---------

----
IELTS 4 At least 65 Very 

Good 

BSc in Mechanical 
Engineering- 

BSc in Heat Engineering- 
BSc in Production and 
Mechanical Systems 
Design Engineering- 

Faculty of Law

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language Test 
Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Spe-

cializations

Master 
Pro-

grams 
By 

Courses 
and 

Thesis

Common 
Law 

(General/
Public)

Master of 
Law (Public 

Law)

Law

Common 
Law (Gener-

al/Public

IELTS 3.5 or 
Alternative En-
glish Course

At least 65 Very 
Good 

BA in Systems 
(Law), BA in 

Shariah (Judicial 
Studies), or BA 
in Shariah with 
a Diploma of 

Judicial Studies 
from Institute of 
Public Adminis-

tration.

Private 
Law 

Master of 
Law (Private 

Law)
Private Law

IELTS 3.5 or 
Alternative En-
glish Course

At least 65 Vert 
Good

BA in Systems 
(Law), or a 
Diploma of 

Judicial Studies 
from Institute of 
Public Adminis-
tration, with BA 

in Shariah.
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English Language Institute 

Degree Department Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specialization

Required 
English 

Language Test 
Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade 

Accepted 
Specializa-

tions

Master 
Programs 

By Courses 
and Thesis

English 
Language 
Institute 

(ELI)

M.A. 
(TESOL)

English 
Lan-

guage 
TESOL IELTS 6 At least 65 Good 

+

English 
Language- 
Linguistics- 
English and 

Litera-
ture-Trans-

lation 

Faculty of Marine Studies

 Degree  Department
 Name of

Aca-
 demic
Degree

 Major
Special-
ization

 Minor
Special-
ization

 Required
 English

 Language
 Test

Scores

 Graduate
 Aptitude
)Test (GAT

 Grade Accepted Special-
izations

 Master
 Programs

 By Courses
and Thesis

Marine En-
 gineering

 M. Sc.
 (Marine

Engi-
)neering

 Marine
Engineer-

ing

---------
--------

----
 IELTS 3.5 At least 65 + Good

Marine Engineer-
 ing- Mechanical

 Engineering

 Sea Area
(Hydrogra-

 )phy

 M.Sc.
(Hydro-
 graphic
Survey-

)ing

---------
--------

----
 IELTS 3.5 At least 65 + Good

 BSc in Sea Area
 (Hydrography)-

 Geomatics- Marine
 Geology- Marine
 Physics- Space

Engineering
 BSc in Geology-

 Geophysics- Marine
 Science

 BSc in Marine
 Science

BSc in any Special-
 ization + a certificate

 of Marine Survey
 from the International
 Marine Organization
– BSc in Space Engi-
 neering from Faculty
   of Civil Engineering

Faculty of Islamic Economics Institute 

Degree 

Depart-
ment Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English Lan-
guage Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Special-

izations

Master 
Programs 

By Cours-
es and 
Thesis

Islamic 
Economics 

Institute 
MSc Islamic 
Economic 
Analysis & 

Policies 

Islamic 
Eco-

nomics 
Analysis of 

Islamic Eco-
nomics and 
its Policies

IELTS 3.5 At least 
65 Good +

Economics and 
Administrative 

Sciences- Islamic 
Economics- Math-

ematics- Statis-
tics- Industrial 

Engineering- Is-
lamic Sciences- 

Law- Psychology- 
Sociology 

*Name of Academic Degree should also be checked out in KAU Graduate Studies Manual (Original 
Arabic Version)
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Graduate Programs

Second: Tuition-Based 
Academic Programs
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Faculty of Economics and Administration

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
*Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Specialization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language 
Test Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)
Grade Accepted Spe-

cializations

Master  
Pro-
grams 
by 
Courses  
and Re-
search 
Project

Business 
Adminis-
tration 

Executive 
MBA                     

Business Ad-
ministration

-------------
---------- IELTS 3.5 At least 50 Good 

All Specializa-
tions (with at 
least three-year 
experience 
starting from 
the following 
year after the 
graduation)

Account-
ing 

Master Of 
Profes-
sional 
Account-
ing

Accounting -------------
---------- N/A At least 50 Good Accounting

 Health 
and 
Hospitals 
Manage-
ment 

MPA-Ex-
eutive 
Program- 
Health 
Services 
and 
Hospital 
Adminis-
tration

Health and 
Hospitals 
Management

-------------
---------- IELTS 4 At least 50 Good 

Administrative 
Sciences- Hu-
man Science- 
Biochemistry-Bi-
ology- Medical 
Sciences (with 
at least three-
year experience 
starting from 
the following 
year after the 
graduation) 

General 
Adminis-
tration 

Executive 
Master 
of Public 
Admin-
istration 
(EMPA)

General Ad-
ministration 

-------------
---------- N/A At least 50 Good 

All Specializa-
tions (with at 
least three-year 
experience 
starting from 
the following 
year after the 
graduation)

Political 
Science 

Executive 
Master 
of Politic 
Public 
Policy 
Empp

Political 
Science

General 
Politics N/A At least 50 Good 

Funding 

Master of 
Applied 
Finance 
and In-
vestment

Funding -------------
---------- N/A At least 50 Good 

Human 
Resourc-
es 

Executive 
Master in 
Human 
Resource 
Manage-
ment

Human 
Resources

-------------
---------- IELTS 3.5 At least 50 Good 

BA in Admin-
istrative Sci-
ences (Human 
Resources 
Manage-
ment-Business 
Administra-
tion- General 
Administration- 
Marketing- Fi-
nance-Eco-
nomics and 
Accounting-Ad-
ministrative 
Information 
Systems

Marketing 

Executive 
M.Sc. in 
Strategic 
Marketing

Marketing -------------
---------- IELTS 3.5 At least 50 Good All Specializa-

tions
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Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT)

Grade Accepted Specializations

Master  
Pro-

grams 
by 

Cours-
es  and 

Re-
search 
Project

Sociol-
ogy and 
Social 

Service 

M. A.(Social 
Work\Special-

ization)

Social 
Service

----------
--------- N/A At least 50 Good All Specializations

M.A. ( 
Sociology 
and Social 

Work/ Family 
Guidance and 
Counseling)

Sociol-
ogy and 
Social 

Service

Guid-
ance and 

Family 
Reform

N/A At least 50 Good All Specializations

Arabic 
Lan-

guage 
and 

Litera-
ture 

Master of Arts 
in Theater 
Literature                               

Theatre 
Litera-

ture

--------
---------

----
N/A At least 50 Good

First: accepted specializa-
tions with a condition of 

the experience or practice, 
such as: Arabic Language 
and Literature- European 

Languages and Literature- So-
ciology- Community Service- 
Psychology- Journalism and 
Digital Media-Audio-visual 

Production- Childhood Stud-
ies-Language and Culture.

Second: accepted specializa-
tions with a condition of the 
experience or practice (not 

less than two years of practice 
or supervision of theatrical 

projects, and not less than ten 
works), these are: Shariah and 
Islamic Studies, Information 

Science- Communication- Ed-
ucation Technology- (Teaching 

Aids production and usage, 
production of education-
al videos and television 
programmes)-Pedagogy 

Management- Educational 
Management-Special Educa-
tion- Curricula and Teaching 

Methods- Social Science- So-
cial Service-Media.
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Faculty of Engineering 

Degree Department Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English Lan-
guage Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT) 
Grade Accepted Spe-

cializations

Master  
Pro-

grams 
by 

Courses  
and Re-
search 
Project

Industrial 
Engineering 

M.Sc.
(Industrial 

Engineering/
Engineering 

Manage-
ment)

Industrial 
Engineering

Engineering 
Management N/A At least 50 Good 

All Engineering 
Specializations- 
Architecture-Re-
gional and Urban 
Planning-Statis-
tics- Geomat-
ics- Computer 
Departments 

– Physic-Math-
ematics- Chem-

istry

Faculty of Computer and Information Technology

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT) 
Grade Accepted Specializations

Applied 
Post 

Diplo-
ma 

Informa-
tion Tech-

nology 

Applied 
Cyber 

Security 
Diploma

Cyberse-
curity 

------------
--------- IELTS 3.5 At least 

50 Good 

BSc in one of computer 
specializations, or related 

specializations- Infor-
mation Technology-In-

formation Systems- Ad-
ministrative Information 

Systems-Computer 
Science-Programming 
Engineering- Computer 
Engineering, or Commu-

nication Engineering.

Computer 
Science

Diploma 
in Applied 
Software 
Engineer-

ing

Computer 
Program-

ming
--------------------- IELTS 3.5 At least 

50 Good 

BSc in one of computer 
specializations (Informa-
tion Systems, Information 

Technology, Computer 
Science, Programming 
Engineering, Computer 

Engineering, Administra-
tive Information Systems, 
or related specializations. 

Infor-
mation 

Systems 

Applied 
Diploma in 
Big Data

Big Data --------------------- IELTS 3.5 At least 
50 Good 

BSc in one of computer 
specializations (Informa-
tion Systems, Information 

Technology, Computer 
Science, Programming 
Engineering, Computer 

Engineering, Administra-
tive Information Systems, 
or related specializations.
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Faculty of Computing and Information Technology

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test 
(GAT) 

Grade Accepted Specializations

Master  
Pro-

grams 
by 

Courses  
and Re-
search 
Project

Computer 
Science

 Executive 
Master 

in Cyber 
Security

Computer 
Science

Cyber- 
Security N/A At least 

50 Good

BSc in one of computer spe-
cializations (Computer Sci-
ences, Information Technol-
ogy, Information Systems, 

Computer Engineering, 
Programming Engineering, 
Network Engineering), or 

related specializations of the 
computation nature.

Infor-
mation 

Systems

Executive 
Master in 
Computer 

Information 
Systems

Infor-
mation 

Systems

-----------
---------- N/A At least 

50 Good

BSc in one of computer 
specializations (Information 
Systems, Information Tech-
nology, Computer Science, 
Programming Engineering, 

Computer Engineering, 
Administrative Information 

Systems.

Informa-
tion Tech-

nology

Executive 
Master of  

Information 
Technology

Informa-
tion Tech-

nology

-----------
---------- N/A At least 

50 Good

BSc in one of computer 
specializations (Information 
Technology, Computer Sci-
ence, Information Systems, 
Programming Engineering, 
Network Engineering), or 

related specializations of the 
computation nature.

Faculty of Earth Science

Degree Depart-
ment 

Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Specialization

Required 
English 

Language 
Test Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT) 
Grade Accepted Spe-

cializations

Master  
Programs 
by Cours-

es  and 
Research 
Project

Engi-
neering 
Geology 

and 
Environ-

ment 

Executive 
Master 

(Crisis and 
Disasters 
Manage-

ment / 
Minor 

Specializa-
tion)

Crisis and 
Disasters 
Manage-

ment

Crisis Man-
agement in the 
Environment 

N/A At least 50 Good All Specializa-
tions 

Crisis Man-
agement in the 
Environment

N/A At least 50 Good
All Specializa-
tions (Military 
people only)
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Faculty of Educational Graduate Studies

Degree Depart-
ment 

Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language Test 
Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT) 
Grade Accepted Spe-

cializations

Master  
Programs 
by Cours-

es  and 
Research 
Project

Curricu-
lum and 
Digital 
Edu-

cation 
Technol-

ogy 

PROFES-
SIONAL 

MASTER in 
E-learning

Electronic 
Education

-------------
------ IELTS 3.5 At least 50 Good All Specializa-

tions 

Prince Khalid Al Faisal Institute for Moderation

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English 

Language Test 
Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT) 
Grade 

Accepted 
Specializa-

tions

Master  
Programs 

by Courses  
and 

Research 
Project

Modera-
tion 

Executive 
Master in 

Moderation

Modera-
tion and 

Intel-
lectual 

Security 

------------
------- N/A At least 50 Good

BA or equiv-
alent degree 
from a Saudi 

university, 
Higher 

Education 
Institution 
or similar 

degree from 
abroad 

Faculty of Business- Rabigh 

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Special-
ization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language Test 
Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT) 
Grade 

Accepted 
Specializa-

tions

Master  
Programs 
by Cours-

es  and 
Research 
Project

Market-
ing 

Executive 
Master in 

Sport Man-
agement

Sports 
Manage-

ment

------------
------- N/A At least 50 Good All Special-

izations 

Faculty of Law

 Degree Depart-
ment 

Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language 
Test Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT) 
Grade Accepted Special-

izations

Master  
Pro-

grams 
by 

Courses  
and Re-
search 
Project

Regula-
tions

Master of Law 
practice

Law and 
Profession 
Practice

Regulations N/A At least 50 Good

Law- Regulations- 
Rights with no less 

than 70 credited 
hours in the spe-

cialization   
Or Shariah 

Specialization to-
gether with Higher 

Diploma from 
Institute of Public 
Administration – 

Diploma of Regu-
lation for judges of 
Diwan Al Madhalim 

(Ombudsman’s 
Office)-Sc Dip 
of Investigation 
and Prosecution 
Authority, or any 

diploma in Law or 
equivalent to the 
abovementioned  
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English Language Institute (ELI)

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Specialization

Minor 
Specialization

Required 
English Lan-
guage Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT) 
Grade Accepted Spe-

cializations

Master  
Programs 
by Cours-

es  and 
Research 
Project

Professional 
Master in 
English 

Language 
Teaching 
Practice

English 
Language 
Teaching

-------------
------ IELTS 3.5 At least 50 Good All Specializa-

tions 

Islamic Economics Institute 

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
Name of 

Academic 
Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Special-
ization

Required 
English Lan-
guage Test 

Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT) 
Grade Accepted Special-

izations

Master  
Pro-

grams 
by 

Courses  
and Re-
search 
Project

Islamic 
Eco-

nomics 
Institute 

Executive 
Master in( 

Islamic 
Finance)

Islamic 
Funding 

-----------
-------- Good All Specializations 

Islamic 
Eco-

nomics 
Institute 

Executive 
Masters in 
Manage-
ment and 

Economics 
of Awqaf

Endow-
ment 

Economics 
and Man-
agement

-----------
-------- IELTS 3.5 Good

Economics- Islamic 
Economics- Business 

Administration- 
(General Adminis-
tration-Business 

Administration-Ac-
counting- Com-

merce Information 
Systems-Human Re-

sources Management- 
Health Services- Polit-
ical Science)- Islamic 

Studies- Law

Faculty of Tourism

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
*Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Specialization

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language Test 
Scores

Graduate 
Aptitude 

Test (GAT) 
Grade Accepted Spe-

cializations

Master  
Programs 
by Cours-

es  and 
Research 
Project

Event 
Manage-

ment 

Executive 
Master in 

Event Man-
agement

Event Man-
agement

-------------
------ N/A At least 50 Good All Specializa-

tions 

Faculty of Communication and Media

Degree 
Depart-

ment 
 Name of 
Academic 

Degree

Major 
Specializa-

tion

Minor 
Specializa-

tion

Required 
English 

Language 
Test 

Scores

Grad-
uate 

Aptitude 
Test 

(GAT) 

Grade Accepted Special-
izations

Master  
Programs 
by Cours-

es  and 
Research 
Project

Public 
Relations

Profession-
al Master 
of  Public 
Relations   

Human 
Resources 
Manage-

ment

-------------
------ IELTS 3.5 At least 

50 Good

BA in Public Relations- 
Strategic Commu-
nication-Corporate 

Communication-Events 
Management- Digital 
Media- Journalism- 
Electronic Publish-

ing- Tourism- General 
Administration- Busi-

ness Administra-
tion-Advertising and 
Marketing- Human 

Resources- Psycholo-
gy- Sociology. 

*Name of Academic Degree should also be checked out in KAU Graduate Studies Manual 
(Original Arabic Version)
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