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Abstract: In this paper, we represent a study of some physical characteristics of argon plasma, product 
by Hollow Cathode Discharge with and without magnetic field achieved in the negative glow region of 
hollow cathode discharge. The electron temperature and ion density calculated from I-V curves of 
double probe at gas pressure range of 0.4-1.0 mbar, discharge current constant at 15 mA and the 
magnetic field changed from 7 to 47 mTesla. Results of electron temperature and ion density indicate 
that, the behavior of electron temperature and ion density are the same, decreases with increases the 
gas pressure with and without magnetic field, but values of electron temperature are smaller in case of  
applied magnetic field than without magnetic field. Also, values of ion density without applied 
magnetic field are higher than the ion density with magnetic field. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Hollow cathode discharges (HCD) are split in two big groups; conventional hollow cathode (CHC) and 

modified hollow cathode (MHC). Paschen developed the conventional hollow cathode discharge device in 1916. 
The HCD characterized, in their conventional form, by cathode surfaces (planar, cylindrical, spherical or other 
geometry) which contain the negative glow while the anode placed outside the discharge cavity. The modified 
hollow cathode discharge (MHCD) has the anode inside the cavity of cathode. The theory of hollow cathode 
discharge stays on the primary stage as far (Petere et al. 2004). Due to the high current density and non-
Maxwellian energy distribution of electrons, hollow cathode discharge (HCD) has made for a wide variety of 
applications (Gorin. 2008 and Becker et al. 2006). It can operate at low or high pressure up to atmospheric 
pressure, the latter called micro hollow cathode discharge, which has attracted much interest in recent years. In a 
conventional HCD, the discharge develops in different modes depending on the discharge current, each with a 
distinct voltage-current ( − ) characteristic (Shang et al. 2010). Hollow cathode discharges, HCD, are capable 
of generating dense plasmas, high-density plasmas typical of HCD based on efficient avalanche multiplication 
of electrons known as a hollow cathode effect, HCE. It is effect of the strong ionization produced by fast 
electrons in the cathode region of a glow discharge. These fast electrons have been accelerate in the cathode 
sheaths, and then electro-statically were confining to oscillate between cathode surfaces. This is the so-called 
pendulum effect responsible for the HCE. Due to a HCE, a large increases in current density with reduced 
separation of the two cathodes. In direct current, this effect connected with oscillations of electrons between 
equivalent repelling potentials of sheaths at opposite inner walls in the cathode and consequent effects. At the 
same power, HCD exhibits plasma density one to two orders of magnitude higher than that of conventional 
planar electrodes and the ionization of gas, ion bombardment of inner walls with the secondary emission and 
thermo emission of electrons (Zhechev et al. 2003). Hollow cathode discharges have two important processes, 
i.e. sputtering and excitation/ionization of the sputtered atoms. The HCD plasma properties enhanced by various 
geometrics, magnetic field and discharge-operating mode modifications. It knows that by controlling the 
magnetic field geometry close to the discharge, the electrical characteristics (discharge current versus discharge 
voltage) modified, for more efficient processing. This feature is particularly useful to increase the discharge 
current at low running pressures and hence increase the sputter and deposition rates. A study of the HCD plasma 
system was important for known of its applicability for material processing, thin films fabricate. Where many 
techniques, such as sputtering, chemical vapor deposition, laser chemical vapor deposition and pulsed laser 
ablation, used to fabricate thin films on various substrates. In most methods, the deposition temperatures are 
quite high. High temperature deposition has the disadvantage of degradation of the substrate and thin film 
during deposition due to thermal damages. However, the hollow cathode is a much simpler, cheaper system, and 
may have some advantages for the generation of a high-density plasma and efficient cathode sputtering. Hence, 
deposition of thin films at low temperatures has become increasingly important and valuable (Chenga et al. 
2003). Hollow cathode discharges (HCD) studied extensively for many years due to their wide range of 
applicability in different fields: atomic spectrometry, vacuum microelectronics, UV generators, plasma 
processing as etching, thin film deposition, surface treatments, etc. To understand better the effect of the various 
physical processes occurring in the hollow cathode plasma, knowledge of plasma characteristics and their 
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dependence on different external parameters is required. The Hollow cathode discharge (HCD) can be 
producing by using direct current (DC) or Radio frequency (RF). The regions of HCD are different from the 
regions of normal glow discharge (GD) produced by two parallel plates. HCD has two basic regions only, 
positive column (PC) and the negative glow (NG) region (Nikulin. 1997). At used DC current to obtain hollow 
cathode discharge effect (HCDE) the distance between the walls of cathode electrodes must be equal to some 
millimeters and the pressure in the range from 0.13 to 13.3 mbar. The HCDE is that increase of the electron 
density between the walls of cathode (Bardos et al. 2003). The condition of HCE at used DC current for 
cylindrical cathode is that, product of pressure (p) and the inner diameter of cathode (a), (p x a), must be to 
realize the next relation (Rohrabach et al. 2000): 
 
0.75 torr cm(0.987 mbar.cm). ≤ p x a  ≤ 37.6  torr cm (49.47 mbar.cm)                                                              (1) 

 
The purpose of the present work is to investigate experimentally the main features of DC hollow cathode 

discharge in the negative region, with and without effect of magnetic field, in order to evaluate its characteristics 
at used argon gas discharge in a cylindrical cavity. The characteristics studies are the breakdown voltage, VB, 
and the discharge current-voltage characteristics (I−V), will be measure at different gas pressure, p, without 
magnetic field. However, the electron temperature, Te, and ion density, Ni, calculated from I-V characteristics of 
double probes with and without magnetic field. The double probe used of measuring the electron temperature 
and ion density since it was the most reasonable method for measurements in a magnetic field, the 
measurements achieved at different values of the gas pressure, and at constant discharge current. The data 
obtained from electrical double probes characteristics on dc HCD with argon gas presented and discussed. 
 
Experimental setup: 

A schematic of the HCD device used in this investigation shows in Fig (1). High purity Argon gas used in 
discharges. The discharge was operated in DC mode, and digital multi-meters was used for measured the 
discharge current and the voltage. The discharge resembles a glow discharge regime extending from the hollow 
cathode up to the flat anode. The hollow cathode and anode is made of Brass, the distance between them 
changed, 2.0, 3.0 and 5 cm. The internal diameter of the cathode was 2.5 cm. and outer diameter was 4.2 cm, the 
anode was a disk plate with diameter 4.2 cm and 1.0 cm thickness. The dimensions of vacuum glass chamber 
were 4.2 cm inner diameter 5.0 cm outer diameter and 20.0 cm length. The measurement of plasma properties 
performed by used the configuration of cylindrical double probe. Since the application of a single probe for 
measurements in a magnetic field causes serious complications during interpretation of the results obtained and 
the double probes can be used in rather strong magnetic fields, which is due to the fact that ion saturation current 
plays a decisive role for such a probe. The probes inserted to the discharge tube at an angle such that the probe 
tip is perpendicular to discharge axis, at a distance of 0.2 cm from the cathode aperture. The diameter and the 
length of the probes chosen such that it draws a measurable current from the plasma causing a minimal 
perturbation to the surrounding plasma, the probes length determined by the condition that cylindrical probe 
theories were applicable while calculating the electron temperature and ion density from the probe I-V curve 
data. Probes essentially consist of two-tungsten wire of 0.3 cm in length and 0.04 cm in diameter, the distance 
between them was 0.3 cm, which satisfies a scale length larger than the Debye length and smaller than the 
plasma diameter. The glass chamber was preliminary evacuated using a combination of rotary pump (Edward-
E2M2) and diffusion pump (Edward-Diffstak-M-65) to achieve a residual pressure of 10-6 mbar. The gas flows 
controlled with flow meter as a gas flow rate was constant and the gas pressure was monitored by two gauge 
(Edward, models Pirany-M501and Penning PRE-10K) with control unit. The pressure in the glass tube changed 
from 0.4 to 1.0 mbar.  Electro magnet (model 8598/8) consists of two coils from cupper, number of turns are 
820 turn, the inner diameter is 5 cm and 12 cm is outer diameter, the distance between the poles of the magnet 
can be are changed,  but in this work fixed at 5 cm equal to the outer diameter of glass discharge tube. The 
magnetic flux density at center of magnet poles was measured, used of a Tesla-meter (Laybold.-Model VDE 
0789T100) and Hall probe (Laybold-Model-516-60), as a function of the total current in two coils changed up to 
1.5 A.  

The electro-magnet used to produce a low intensity and uniform magnetic field along the axis of the 
discharge, with strength within the range of (7-47)10-3 T. The confining magnetic field perpendicular to regions 
of plasma discharges enhances the pendulum motion of hot electrons between the cathodes wall thus facilitating 
the hollow cathode effect (HCE). 
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Fig. 1: The double probe electrical circuit 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Breakdown Voltage: 
The breakdown voltage of Ar gas measured using the electric circuit as shown in Fig (2) without probes and 

it electrical circuit. The measurements have carried out in pressure range 0.1 to 1.5 mbar, and the distance 
between two electrodes changed 2, 3, 4 and 5 cm. The breakdown voltage is related to the electrode spacing 
parameter pd, where p is the gas pressure and d is the inter-electrode gap spacing. The values of the breakdown 
voltage for argon gas, as a function of (pd) are shown in Fig (2). The results show that the behavior of 
breakdown voltage curves similar to Paschen’s curves.  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 2: The breakdown voltage for argon gas VB as a function of pd  
 

Breakdown potential voltage below Vmin value can be decreased by increasing parameter pd. For large 
values of pd > 1.0 mbar.cm, breakdown voltage increases essentially linearly with pd. For small pd there is a 
limiting value of pd = A-1 ln (1+1/δsec) below which breakdown cannot occur, where A is constant and δsec is the 
secondary electron emission coefficient. The values of Vmin and (pdmin) play an important role in the more 
complicated problem of the cathode sheath (Lisovskiy et al. 2011and Chiad et al. 2009). At low pressure of gas 
the collision frequency is so low, that sufficient ionization is only maintained by increasing the probability of 
ionization at each collision, thus electron velocity, and electric field, must be high enough, consequently the 
breakdown voltage (VB) must be increased as gas pressure diminish. At high gas pressure, the collision 
frequency is high enough so that the rate of the corresponding energy loss is high also. The energy gained per 
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free path is low unless the applied electric field is high. Thus, VB must be increases when p is increased, and the 
curve must have a minimum value. But at minimum breakdown voltage occurs at pd < 1.0 mbar.cm, the average 
potential difference between electronic collision may be about equal to the ionization potential, or less than it, 
according to the nature of the gas. Fig (2) Shows the minimum breakdown voltage (Vmin) at different distance for 
argon gas at values of (pdmin) smaller than 1.0 mbar.cm. The results of these measurements are agreement with 
many researchers where they wrote that the values of (pdmin) must be in the range of 1.0 torr.cm (~1.3 mbar.cm) 
for argon. 

 
3.2  I-V Characteristics: 

I-V curves of HCD measured for Ar gas at different gas pressures range 0.1-1 mbar and different distance 
between two electrodes of discharge 2, 3, 5 cm, Measurement of I-V curves achieved by used the circuit shown 
in Fig (1). Fig (3) shows the results of measurements at different gas pressure in the range 0.1–0.7 mbar and 
constant distance between electrodes at 3 cm. For each pressure, approximately 40 points measured at pressure 
range from 0.1 to 0.7 mbar only, where the curves at pressure 0.8 to 1.0 are approximately in the same region of 
pressure 0.4 to 0.7 mbar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 3: I-V curves of Argon gas for HCD 
 

Fig (4) shows a sample of I-V characteristic results curves of argon discharge at different electrodes 
distance 2, 3, 5 cm and gas pressure constant 0.5 mbar while Fig (5) shows one curve of I-V characteristic when 
electrode distance constant at 3 cm and pressure 0.5 mbar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 4: I-V characteristics of HCD at constant gas pressure and different distance 
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Fig. 5: I-V characteristic when electrode distance constant at 3 cm and pressure 0.5 mbar. 
 
Generally, all figures show that I-V characteristics curves of HCD identical to   I-V curves of normal glow 

discharge. The figures show that HCD have three different discharge regions, Townsend (or pre-breakdown) 
discharge region, AB, with low current and slope a positive value, followed by the hollow cathode discharge 
(breakdown) region, BC, with a slope negative value these transferred is suggested to be results a signature of 
the HCE, and transferred to normal glow discharge region, CD, third region (Shang et al. 2010). The hollow 
cathode effect started at point B and manifests itself in considerable increase in the discharge current and some 
decrease in the discharge voltage, arises at a specific proportion of the discharge voltage to the distance between 
the hollow cathode and anode in glow discharge (Steflekova et al. 2010). 

 
Electron Temperature (Te): 

Electron temperature, Te, and ion density, Ni, of argon gas discharge estimated by using characteristic, I-V, 
of double probe at constant discharge current, 15 mA and at different pressure range 0.4–1.0 mbar. The 
measurements achieved without and with magnetic field range 7–47 mTesla. The electric circuit used to 
measurement of I-V curves of double probes shown in Fig (1). 
 
Electron Temperature without magnetic field: 

 Electron Temperature, Te, calculated from I-V characteristics of the double probes at different gas pressure 
range from 0.4 and 1.0 mbar, distance between discharge electrodes was 3 cm, discharge current constant at 15 
mA and don’t applied magnetic field. Te estimated by plotting the liner relation between [Ln�� Iri /(Ie2-1)] against 
the probe voltage (Vp), where Vp is the probe voltage, Iri is the ion saturation current for two probes, and Ie2 is the 
electron current, Te calculated from the slope of the line and used the relation (Abdul Qayyum Ikram et al. 
2003).   

e 1Te k (slope)
=                                                                                                            (2)  

 
where k is the Boltzmann’s constant and e is the electron charge.  

Fig (6) shows the I-V characteristics of the double probes at different gas pressure range from 0.4 and 1.0 
mbar, distance between discharge electrodes was 3 cm, at constant discharge current, 15 mA and without 
magnetic field while Fig (7) shows  the relation between probe voltage (Vp) against [Ln�� Iri /(Ie2-1)]. 
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Fig. 6:  I-V for double probes without magnetic field at different gas pressure range from 0.4 and 1.0 mbar. 
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Fig. 7: The relation between [Ln�� Iri /(Ie2-1))] against probe voltage (Vp) 

 
Electron Temperature with Magnetic Field: 

This section will explain the results concerning the effect of transversal magnetic field at the value of 
electron temperature for Ar gas plasma. The transversal magnetic field values change in the range of 7-47 
mTesla, gas pressure range 0.4 to 1.0 mbar and discharge distance between two electrodes was 3 cm. Fig (8) 
shows sample of I-V characteristics of the double probes at the same condition mention before with applied 
magnetic field at value equal 30 mTesla. The electron temperature calculated by the same method explained 
before in pint A, without magnetic field. 
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Fig. 8:  I-V for double probes with applied magnetic field at value equal 30 mTesla. 
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The estimated values of (Te) shown in Fig (7) with applied magnetic field and without, the figure shows that 
the (Te) decreased as the pressure increases.  
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Fig. 9: shows Te as a function of gas pressure, with and without Magnetic field 
 
 Values of Te with magnetic field are higher than values of Te without magnetic field, also Te decreased 

when the gas pressure was increases. Without magnetic field, range of Te was 3.5 - 1.9 eV and Te was change 
from 4.5 to 2.9 eV with applied magnetic field. The reduction of temperature with the incresas in filling pressure 
may be explained as follows. When the pressure in the chamber increases, it casuses an increase in the number 
of collisions netween the electrons and the gas atomes. As  a result, the energy transferred from the electrons to 
gas particles increases causing an increase in the gas temerature by lowering the electron temperature. Also, the 
figure imply that the average kintic energy of electrons decreased with incresed pressure. physically, the 
electrons cannot acquire as much energy from the field of discharge, minimum field in ngative glow discharge, 
as a reslut of increased collisions with neutrals atomes and decreased mean free path. Fig (9) show that, when 
applied a transverse magnetic field, B, the electron temperature at applied magnetic fields, TeB, is higher than Te 
without magnentic field at the same range of pressure; and for small (B/p). These mean that, the values of TeB 
with magnetic field are higher than Te without, these is related to the relation: 
 
TeB=Te [1+C1(B2/p2)]1/2                                                                                                                                          (3) 

 
where C1=(eL/mvr), L is the mean free path of the electrons in the gas at 1 torr and vr is their random 

velocity, C1 is the square of the elecreon mobilty at 1 torr. B magnetic fiels strangth and p is the pressure. 
 

Ion Density (Ni): 
This section show that the results of ion density, Ni, without and with effect of transversal magnetic field, 

for Ar gas plasma. The transversal magnetic field values change in the range of 7-47 mTesla, gas pressure range 
0.4 to 1.0 mbar, discharge current constant at 15 mA and discharge distance between two electrodes was 3 cm. 

Ni can be detriment by using I-V curves of double probes shown in Fig (6) and Fig (8) using the relation:  
1
2

2
I mri iN i CA e kTp e

 
=  

 
                                                                                                                                 (4) 

 
where: Iri- saturation ion current for two probes, mi ion mass, Ni- ion density, k - Boltzmann’s constant, Te-

electron temperature, C- constant equal to 0.6 
 

Ion Density without Magnetic Field: 
The variation trend of Ni with changing gas pressure and without applied magnetic field shows in Fig (10) 

curve A, it is clear from the graph that the Ni decreases with increases in gas pressure. When the gas pressure is 
increased from 0.4 to 1.0 mbar the ion density will decreases from (7.4 to 6.4)109 ion/cm3. 
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 Ion Density with Magnetic Field: 
The results in Fig (10) curve B, show that Ni decreases with increased in gas pressure. The ion density will 

decreases from (7.1 to 5.6)109 ion/cm3 when the gas pressure is increased from 0.4 to 1.0 mbar.  
 

 
 

Fig. 10:  Ni as a function of pressure (A without and B with Magnetic field). 
 
The decreasing trend of Ni with filling gas pressures can be explained as follow: The rise in filling gas 

pressure inside the discharge plasma chamber gives a cooling effect in plasma. The cooling effect in plasma 
decreases the ion density Ni. 
 
Conclusions: 

 
The breakdown voltage measured for argon gas agreement with Paschen’s curve. The breakdown voltage 

varies when gas pressure increases. I-V characteristic curves for HCD for argon gas confirmed that, HCD is 
similar to the normal glow discharge region, which is very important parameter in microelectronic industry. 
Also, The electron temperature, at constant discharge current, decreases with increased the gas pressure with 
and without magnetic field, but its values smaller with applied magnetic field.The ion density, when discharge 
current constant, decreases by increased of gas pressures with and without magnetic field considering the fact 
that ion density without applied magnetic field are higher than that with magnetic field. 

 
REFERENCES 

 
Abdul Qayyum Ikram, M. M. Zakaullah, A. Waheed, G. Murtaza, R. Ahmad, A. Majeed, N. Khattak, K. 

Mansoor and K. Chaudhary, 2003. (Characterization of Argon Plasma by Use of Optical Emission Spectroscopy 
and Langmuir Probe Measurements), Int. J. Mod. Phys., B 17: 14. 

Bardos, L., H. Barankova and Y.A. Lebedev, 2003. (Performance of radio frequency hollow cathodes at 
low gas pressures), Surf. Coat. Tech., 87: 648. 

Becker, K.H., K.H. Schoenbach and J.G. Eden, 2006. (Microplasmas and applications ), J. Phys. D 39: R55.  
Chenga, H., Y. Sunb, J.X. Zhangb, Y.B. Zhangc, S. Yuanb, P. Hinga, 2003. (AlN films ... nitrogen 

concentrations by RF reactive sputtering ),  J. Cryst. Growth 254: 47. 
Chiad, B.T., T.L. Al-zubaydi, M.K. Khalaf and A.I. Khudiar, 2009. (CONSTRUCTION AND 

CHARACTERIZATION OF A LOW PRESSURE PLASMA REACTOR USING DC GLOW DISCHARGE), 
J. Optoelectron Biomed Mater 1: 3. 

Gorin, V.V., 2008. (A Mathematical Model of Plane Glow Discharge and Hollow Cathode Effect), Ukr. J. 
Phys, 53: 4. 

Lisovskiy, V.A., V.A. Koval and V.D. Yegorenkov, 2011. (Dc breakdown of low pressure gas in long 
tubes) Phys. Lett A 375: 19. 

 

http://www.google.com.eg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=K.+H.+Becker%2C+K.H.+Schoenbach+and+J.+G+Eden%2C+J.+Phys.+D.+39%2C+R55+(2006).&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CEwQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fiopscience.iop.org%2F0022-3727%2F39%2F3%2FR01%2F&ei=KsjHT4uxLcTs0gXP1IylDw&usg=AFQjCNEjxntMWaltNXYk7P4cyGXpAWfTnQ�
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0375960111003677�
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0375960111003677�
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0375960111003677�
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03759601�
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%235538%232011%23996249980%233119752%23FLA%23&_cdi=5538&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1b751a67f372c72ddd03b04017c2d194�


Aust. J. Basic & Appl. Sci., 6(3): 817-825, 2012 

825 

Nikulin, S.P., 1997. (The effect of the anode dimensions on the characteristics of a hollow-cathode glow 
discharge), Tech. Phys, 42: 495   

Petere, A.R., M. Bazavan, V. Covlea, V.V. Covlea, Isabella-Ioana Oprea and H. Andrei, 2004. 
(Characterization of a DC plasma with hollow cathode effect), Rom. Rep. Phys., 56: 2. 

Rohrabach, G. and A. Lunk, 2000. (Characterization of plasma conditions in a hollow cathode arc 
evaporation device",), Surf. Coat. Tech., 123: 231. 

Shang, L.I., O. Ji-Ting, H.E. Feng, 2010. (Transition of Discharge Mode of a Local Hollow Cathode 
Discharge), Chin. Phys. Lett 27: 6. 

Steflekova, V., D. Slavov, D. Zhechev and G. Todorov, 2010. (Two Self-Sustained Unstable Modes for 
Operation of a Hollow Cathode Discharge), Spectrosc. Lett., 43: 167.  

Zhechev, D., V.I. Zhemenik, S. Tileva, G.V. Mishinsky, N. Pyrvanova, 2003. (A hollow cathode discharge 
modification as a source of sputtered atoms and their ions), NIMPB 204: 387. 


