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- B.AR,
= Breasted, J.H., Ancient Records of Egypt, S Vols., Chicago, 1906 Repr. 1970
- Burton, Footsteps :
= Burton, R., First Footsteps in East Africa, 2 Vols., London 1894
- Chittick, Azania ;
= Chittick, Neville, ““An Archaeological Reconnaissance in the Horn, The British-Somali Expedition,
1975, AZANIA Vol. X1 - 1976, p. 117 £,
- Conti Rossini, Chrestomathia :
= Conti Rossini, Karolus, Chrestomathia Arabica Meridionalis Epigraphica, Roma, 1931
- Dixon, The Transplantation :
= Dixon, D.M., ‘“The Transplantation of Punt Incense Trees in Egypt” J.E.A, Vol. 55, 1969, p. 55 f.
- Doe, Arabia :
= Doe, Brian, Southern Arabia, London, 1971
- GolenischefT, Naufmge
= Golenischefl, M.\, Le Conte de Naufrage, Paris, 1912
- Hepper, Frankmcense :
= Hepper, F. Nigel, ““Arabian and African Frankincense Trees” J.E.A., Vol. 55, 1969, p. 66 f.
- Herodotus, Hist.
= Cary, H., Herodotus History, Bohn's Classical Library, London, 1912
- Huntingford, Periplus :
= Huntingford, G.\¥.B., The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea, London, 1980
- LE.A
= JOURNAL OF EGYPTIAN ARCHAEOLOGY, Loaden.
- Lewis, The Horn:
- Lewis, .M., Peaples of the Horn of Africa, London, 1955
- Maller, Use of Frankincense :
- Miiller, Walter \V., **Notes on the Use of Frankmcense in South Arabia’ Proceedings of the Seminar
for Arabian Studies, Vol. 6-1976, p. 124 f.
- Miiiler, Frankincense : )
= Muller, Walter \W,, ‘“‘Arabian Frunkincense in Antiguity according to Classical Sources’*First
International Symposium on Studies in the History of Arabia, University of Riad, 1977 (Still unpublished).
- Naville, Deir El Bahari :
= Naville, .., The Temple of Deir EI Bahari, Part [1f, London, 1898
- Oliver, East Africa :
= Oliver, Roland, History of East Africa, The Early Period, Oxford, 1967
- Petrie, Tanis :
= Petrie, \W.M.F., Tanis 1l {Nebeshah and Defnah), London, 1538
- Phillips, Oman :
= Phillips, V., Unknown Oman, 1966
- Pirenne, Corpus :
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= Pirenne, Jaqueline, ‘‘Pyree cubigue a quatre pieds”

- Pirenne, Jaqueline, ““Deux pyrees cubiques a pieds du Musée de I'Université de Pennisylvanie” Corpus
des Inscriptions et Antiquite’s Sud-Arabes, Tome | Section 2, Louvain, 1977, pp. 1. 275-1, 278 and pp. 1.
291-1. 292 respectively.

- Pliny, Nat. Hist. :

= Bostack, J. and Riley, H.T., The Natural History of Pliny, London, 1875
- Red Sea Pilot :

- British Admiralty, Red Sea and Guif of Aden Pilot, 9th. ed. London, 1944
- Ryckmans, G, les noms propres

- Ryckmans, G,les Nom_s Propres Sud Se’mitques, Tomes 1-111, Louvain, 1934 - 1935
- Sayed, Discovery ;
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INCENSE, THE BACKBONE
OF THE RED SEA TRADE IN ANCIENT
TIMES

Dr : Abdul Monem Abdul Haleem Sayyed
Associate Professor - Department of History

Abstract

The Red Sea regions were famous for the production of incense in
ancient times, particularly the species which is called “frankincense”.
The best kinds of frankincense were brought from the regions which
flanked the gulf of Aden, i.e. in N.E. Somaliland and in Dhufaar.
They are the same producing areas nowadays.

Incense was a far more lucrative commodity in ancient times than
nowadays, a fact which is due to the use of great quantities of incense
in the temples and tombs of the ancient heathen peoples. According
totheir ideas, no ritual could be performed without the magic power
of the incense fumes for they had a belief in a kind of correlation
between religion and magic. Such beliefs prevailed in all heathen
religions before monotheistic beliefs liberated the human mind from
magic.

In addition to this religius factor, incense was the principal aromatic
used for secular purposoes in ancient times, so we can understand
why it was the most lucrative commadity for the people who
controlled its production and trade.

Therefore, frankincense formed the major economic pillar of the
ancient Red Sea regions, particularly South Arabia The ancient
South Arabians strained every nerve to keep the frankincerse
producing areas and trade routes under their control. They alsotried
to impose their supremacy on other producing areas outside Arabia,
i.e. in N.E. Somaliland.
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The frank incense trade followed several land and maritime routes
towards the northern parts of the Red Sea. The most important land
route was that which passed through the hinterland of the Asiotic
coast of the Red Sea, while the most favourable maritime route was
that which ran close alongside its African coast.
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