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Effects of Planting Date on Water Requirements of Main Vegetable
Crops in Saudi Arabia
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ABSTRACT: The effects of planting date on the evapotranspiration
(ET¢) were studied for Tomato, Eggplant, Squash, Cucumber,
Carrot, Potato, Onion, and Watermelon, in Riyadh, Makkah, Njran,
Al-Qassim, Fastern region, Tabuk, Al-Jouf, Aseeir, Al-Madenah,
Hail and Jazan Regions based on the crop pattern in each region.
The ETe of each crop was estimated based on Penman-Monteith
Equation. The results showed that the ET¢ for crops planted in
January, February, March, April or May were higher than those
crops planed in September, October, November, or December. The
average ETc was higher when planting date was closer to summer
months (June, July and August). Also, the results showed
differences in BT among the different regions. The ETe in Al-
Madenah region was higher than the other regions for Tomato and
Eggplant. While, Riyadh region had the highest ETc values
compared with the other regions for Squash, Cucumber, Carrot,

Potato, Onion, and Water melon.
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