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Paraphrasing & Paraphrasing Exercises [3rd Handout]
What is a paraphrase?

A paraphrase (or indirect quotation, as it is also called) restates another person's ideas in your own words. Un​like a summary, it is used with short passages-usually a sentence or two-and it does not necessarily con​dense or shorten the original. 

As with summaries, paraphrases must be accurate, undistorted, and completely rewritten into your own wording and sentence structure. The most obvious form of plagiarism is following too closely the wording of an​other writer while giving the impression that the word​ing is your own. To avoid plagiarism in your paraphrases (or summaries), consider the following suggestions: 

· Rearrange the order of the information in the orig​inal. 

· Have a thesaurus or dictionary handy and look up synonyms for keywords. 

· Rephrase complex material into easy-to-under​stand sentences. 

· If you retain unusual terminology or phrases from the original, enclose them in quotation marks. 

Original: With their strange haircuts and hello​-Dali lyrics, the Pixies are deja vu rebels, college radio's latest great white hope. 

Weak paraphrase: The rock group Pixies are deja vu rebels appealing to college students with their hello-Dali lyrics. 

(The phrases "deja vu rebels" and "hello-Dali lyrics" should be in quotation marks, if they are used at all, because they are unique phrases of the original.) 

Acceptable paraphrase: One critic notes that the "hello-Dali lyrics" of the Pixies rock group have made them famous with college students. 

or

Acceptable paraphrase: The Pixies' visual and lyrical eccentricity, reminiscent of the rebellion of earlier times, makes them popular on college campuses. 

In the first acceptable example, the borrowed phrase is identified with quotation marks; in the second, the wording has been completely changed, al​though the meaning has been accurately preserved. 

Literary Present Tense 

Even though most sources have been written in the past, it is preferable to cast all lead-ins in "literary present tense." Note that any number of active verbs can be used. Avoid repetition and be exact in your word choice. Consider the following list: 

	accepts 

acknowledges 

adds 

affirms 

agrees 

argues 

asserts 

believes

cautions

challenges

claims
comments

confirms
contends
contradicts 


	 concedes 

 declares

 denies 

 describes
 disagrees

 discusses
 disputes

 emphasizes
 endorses

 explains
 grants

 highlights
 implies

 insists

 maintains 


	 negates

 notes
 observes 

 outlines

 proposes

 refutes 

 rejects

 reports

 responds 

 shows

 suggests

 thinks

 urges

 verifies

 writes 




Paraphrasing Activity:

Write a one sentence paraphrase for each of the statements below. Document the sentences according to the documentation provided (MLA or APA). When creating lead-​ins, use present tense verbs such as claims, reports, notes, states. 

1. If we want to do something about violence, we have to do something about education, about jobs, about TV violence, about the myriad social problems for which we have no answers. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

MLA: Maury, Chester. Violence. Evanston: McDougal, 1993. (Excerpt is from page 21)
Section AA's Group summary of exercise 1:

(Option 1): On page twenty-one of his book Violence, Maury argues that to prevent aggression, we must deal with issues such as learning, careers, violent media, and many community troubles for which we have no solutions to.

(Option 2): Maury argues that to prevent aggression, we must deal with issues such as learning, careers, violent media, and many community troubles for which we have no solutions to (21).

(Option 3): To prevent aggression, we must deal with issues such as learning, careers, violent media, and many community troubles for which we have no solutions to (Maury 21).
2. In the 5 million years since we hominids separated from apes, our DNA has evolved less than 2%. 
APA: Thomas, L. (1999). DNA and the human race. New Jersey: Viking. (Excerpt is from page 3) 
Section AA's Group summary of exercise 2:

(Option 1): In his 1999 book DNA and the Human Race Thomas states that human genes have developed a little bit more than 1% given that we parted from the chimpanzees five hundred centuries ago. 

 (Option 2): Thomas (1999) argues that human genes have developed a little bit more than 1% given that we parted from the chimpanzees five hundred centuries ago. 

 (Option 3): Human genes have developed a little bit more than 1% given that we parted from the chimpanzees five hundred centuries ago (Thomas, 1999). 

3. Not only do animals provide companionship and devotion, they also lower our blood pressure, ease our stress, and according to some researchers, even pro​long our lives. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
MLA: Boaz, David. "Our Pets." Pets On-Line 15 May 1988: 23-24. 15 Jan. 2008 <http://www. pets.org/atrick>. 

(excerpt taken from page 23)
4. Increasing concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere are expected to raise the earth's average temperature from four to eight degrees Fahrenheit over the next 100 years, causing ocean levels to rise as polar icecaps melt. 

APA: Jacobson, L. (1990). Holding back the sea. The Futurist, 9(2), 56-62. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

All the information on this handout was adapted from: Clines, R. H., & Cobb, E. R. (2006). Research writing simplified: A documentation guide. (5th ed.). New York: Longman.
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