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The Effect of Marketing Efficiency on Agricultural
Expanding for Vegetable Crops in Regions of Saudi
Arabia

Abdelmohsen Rajeh Al-Shareif
Department of Geography, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, King Abdel Aziz
University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabin

ABSTRACT. The study focuses on measuring vegetable crops
marketing cfficiency to be able to identify regions achieved the highest
marketing efficiency quotient and in turn development potentials for
these regions. Marketing  efficiency quotient is an expression of
marketing system efficiency of the region.

Time scries  analysis  results  for  vegetable crops  planted  area
development, at regional level, revealed that there is an annual increase
in the cultivated area in five regions. These regions are Hail, Al-Jouf,
Riyadh, Medinah, and Qasemm reached about 9.78%, 7.89%, 5.28%,
2.46%, and 2.04% respectively. The results unveiled the potentials for
agricultural development in these regions, and that vegetable crops are
concentrated in five regions Riyadh, Makkah, Qasemm, Eastern, and
Tabouk. The total production of these five regions represented about
80.5% of the total vegetable production in the Kingdom. The findings
also brought to light the need place more emphasis on services and
marketing functions of the marketing chain, especially in production
concentrated areas.

Vegetable crops marketing efficiency estimates, at regional level for

protected agriculture, point out that tomato crop has had achieved the
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highest marketing efficiency that reached about 78%, 75%, 72%, and
72% for North-Frontier, Al-Jouf, Aseer, and Jizan regions respectively.
Morcover, potato and vegetable-marrow have had achieved the highest
marketing efficiency in Jizan and Asecr regions that rcached about
100% and 72.2% respectively. Furthermore, cucumber and eggplant
have had achicved the highest marketing efficiency in Eastern and
Tabouk regions that reached about 72% for both regions, with regards
to watermelon and melon, both achieved the highest marketing
cfficiency in all vegetable crops with a value of 100%. Dried onion has
had achieved the lowest marketing etficiency, that is due to the
longevity of its marketing process to reach the final consumer, where its
maximum quotient reached 50% only.

Vegetable crops marketing efficiency estimates, at regional level for
open agricuiture, point out that marketing efficiency for vegetable
crops, in gencral, was lower than that of protected agriculture. The
average differences in marketing efficiency between both types of
agriculture, protected and open, for tomato reached about 272% and
67.3%, potato 9.8% and 12.1%, vegetable-marrow 40.8% and 73.3%,
cucumber 22.7% and 70.1%, and watermelon and melon the difference

ranged between 91.7% and 125%.
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